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Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana,

FAMILY TALK

On March 31, the Session and I met with the Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl to
discuss contracting with him to work with our congregation. Len is a retired
Presbyterian minister, who also practiced as a clinical psychologist. In his
“retirement,” Len has worked with churches in the Presbytery, custom tailoring
programs to foster authentic conversation and begin a dialogue to identify and
address any potential issues keeping them from flourishing. These programs have
variously been described as fostering effective conflict resolution, fearless
communication, or, as he has described in our case, “Health and Reconciliation.”

Pastor Myles Thompson

Our conversation was thought-provoking and fruitful, and we have judged that we would do well to
work with Pastor Len. In an extended conversation after our initial consultation, Len identified our chief task
as remembering our identity as a church, and our individual callings as members of that congregation. His
work with us will include preaching twice, and conducting a series of approximately two-hour, small-group
(5-7 people) discussions, after which he will prepare a report for us highlighting his observations and
recommendations for us to flourish as a congregation. The key is YOUR contributions—this simply will not
work without buy-in from you, the members, of Head of Christiana. While this may sound scary or
uncomfortable, I promise that, if we go in with open minds and prepared to have frank and honest
conversations, we will see positive results.

I know from which I speak. Pastor Len worked with First Presbyterian, Newark, when I was a
member there, and helped the congregation work past lingering and unaddressed tensions, fostering a spirit of
unity and cooperation in shared vision that has led to that congregation’s flourishing. If we’re willing to do
the hard work of really listening to each other, I believe we can experience similar flourishing.

Our goal is not to become First Pres. On the contrary, Len helps churches discover what they’re

really about, what they really need, and grow together into the finest version of themselves as the local body
of Christ.

I am currently working out scheduling with Pastor Len, and I will communicate the relevant dates for
this workshop as soon as I have them. In the meantime, I humbly ask as many members as possible
(preferably, all members!) to attend one of these discussion sessions. Every voice matters, and we cannot
fully appraise who we are if we’re not all present and contributing.

In Christ’s Peace,

Pastor Myles


http://hocpc.org/

A WMother's Love Ts True Love
BY LEOTHA BROWN I.T

A wother's love is a wonderful love
packaged from heaven with special care.

A mother's love is like vo other love that you can compare.
A mother's love is purified by angels and flows directly from her soul.
A mother's love is justified by God,
and by his hands he created the wold.

This wold that was shaped and fashioned by God
has endured the test of +ime.

This mold that was +aped and recorded by women
rang out like a heavenly chime.

A mother's love is unconditional,
ond from her heart this can be +told.

A wmother's love is vatritional; it is the fruit Hhat feeds our soul.
A wother's love 'IS' true love, and from her heart she cawnot lie.
A mother's love is eterval, the kind that won't ever die.

A wmother's love is the tie that binds, and Wher bond can wever be broken.
A mother's love is branded in our hearts,
even whew her words aren't spoken,
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Upcoming Events hosted by Care & Fellowship

May 10™—Mother's Day Coffee Hour

May 10""—Celebrating UD Choir Members Coffee Hour
(those who are graduating and those who will be back)
Co-hosted by our Worship Commission

Please join us for all of these special events and enjoy
good food and good fellowship.
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HoC HAPPENINGS

HoC DIRECTORY

Starting on Sunday, May 3rdand
ending on May 31st, there will be a
copy of the current HoC Directory

on the table in the Narthex.
Please check your address, phone
number and email information, and
change it if it needs updating.

The new HoC Directory will D ,RE CT@ RY

be published in June. ,,
P ] Love Lives Here, .
Thank you!
Love Fows from Here”
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HoC HAPPENINGS submitid by Jeanne Hastings

Hope Dining Room in April

We had a very successful day, serving lunch at Hope Dining Room
this month. We served our current standard menu-pulled chicken BBQ
on rolls, green bean casserole, applesauce, and chips. Dessert was
provided by the UD group—Baking Wishes—as well as providing 3
delightful volunteers—Maya, Audrey and Sophia. They had helped out
a couple of the other serving groups so once given their assignments,
they were off and running. They stayed and ate lunch with us and it
was fun to get to know them a bit better. Hopefully they will be able to
help out again in May.
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HoC HAPPENINGS

Our June issue of The Looking Tree always features a page that
recognizes our recent graduates.

If you have any graduates in your family, please send me their name,
their relationship to you, the name of the school they’re graduating from,
any awards, honors, or special recognition they received, the name of the
school they’'re moving on to, or the company they’ll be employed at.

Please have your information to me no later than Tuesday, May 19t so
it can be included in our June issue. Email me at nancy.hoc@outlook.com
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HoC HAPPENINGS

CONCERT UNDER THE TREES

Mark your calendars now...

Wednesday, June 3" @ 7:00pm is
the date of our summer concert
featuring Newark Community Band.
Make sure you bring a chair so you
can sit comfortably, and bring a friend
or two to join in the fun.
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NIl PENTECOST MAY 3 - MAY 24

ﬂ F SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Watch for the special offering envelopes
that will be placed in the pews.

Thank you for your continued support
and generosity!

. Pentecost is May 24th,
CPQNQC’OS\' y
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HOC CALENDAR — May Happenings

Weds May 06 1:00pm Hygge
Fri May 08 12:00pm Hope Dining Room
Mon May 11 7:00pm Session
Sun May 10 12:1:00pm Happy Mother’s Day Coffee Hour
and Choir Recognition Sunday
Tue May 12 11:30am Nifty Wiftys @ Wesley’s HUMBLED BY
Tue May 12 LOOKING TREE DEADLINE DIFFICULTIES
AND TRIALS;
Wed May 13 1:00pm Hygge STRENGTHENED
Sat May 16 12-4pm Houses of Hope Tour BY GOD’S GRACE.
Wed May 20 1:00pm Hygge
Sun May 24 11:00am Pentecost Sunday (Wear red) 3
Wed May 27 1:00pm Hygge W -' ﬂuu
’ 2 . — \‘\"a’/, is suflicient for you
May the Blessings of God (/i ‘M.\‘,}_”_ "

surround you
to Reep You safe Today.

May the comfort of Angels

guide You _
and help You along the way. Zo

&
May the words of Friends
reassure You
in Rindness as they speak, '
May
be yours
single day of the week,

: ‘mﬂ.’dliﬂﬁ '

MAY BIRTHDAYS

9

May 1 Christine Sutton
May 9 Jeanne Hastings
May 27 Bill Witt
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