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Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, | e

In 2026, an unusual and beautiful
convergence is unfolding on the calendar. The Christian season of
Lent, the Muslim observance of Ramadan, and the celebrations of
Chinese New Year are overlapping in ways that invite reflection,
curiosity, and deeper neighborly love. Though rooted in different
histories and beliefs, each of these sacred times carries themes of
renewal, discipline, family, generosity, and hope.

Pastor Myles Thompson

Lent, which began on Ash Wednesday and leads us toward Easter, is a 40-
day journey of prayer, fasting, and repentance. Christians remember the 40 days
Jesus spent in the wilderness and are invited to examine our own hearts, turn away
from what distracts us from God, and prepare to celebrate the resurrection with
renewed joy. It is a season marked by simplicity, self-denial, and acts of mercy.

At nearly the same time, Muslims around the world are observing Ramadan,
the holiest month in Islam. During Ramadan, believers fast from dawn to sunset,
devote themselves to prayer, read the Qur’an, and practice generosity toward those
in need. The fast is broken each evening with iftar, often shared with family and
neighbors. Like Lent, Ramadan is a time of spiritual focus, self-discipline, and
compassion.

Meanwhile, many families across the globe are celebrating Chinese New
Year, also known as the Spring Festival. Marking the beginning of the lunar new
year in places such as China and throughout the Chinese diaspora, this festival
centers on reunion dinners, honoring ancestors, giving red envelopes, and
welcoming good fortune for the year ahead. Each year is associated with one of the
animals of the Chinese zodiac (we are in the year of the horse!), and the season
emphasizes renewal, gratitude, and hope.
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At first glance, these observances may seem quite different. Lent is penitential
and quiet; Ramadan balances fasting with nightly celebration; Chinese New Y ear bursts
with color, lanterns, and fireworks. Yet, beneath the surface, we find shared human
longings. All three invite people to step out of ordinary routines. All three call for
intentional practices—whether fasting, praying, reconciling, giving, or gathering at the
table. And, all three remind us that time itself can be a sacred space.

For Christians, this overlap is an opportunity. Jesus calls us to love our neighbors,
and we cannot love well if we do not notice and honor what is meaningful to them.
When we see Muslim neighbors fasting during Ramadan, we might respond with
respect and kindness, or even good-natured curiosity. When friends celebrate the Lunar
New Year, we can offer greetings and learn about their traditions. An intentional
curiosity can foster quite the opportunity for dialogue, and the establishment or
deepening of existing relationships.

There is also something profoundly hopeful in this convergence. In a world often
marked by division, the calendar this year weaves together seasons of reflection,
renewal, and rejoicing across cultures. It’s as if the rhythms of humanity are briefly
harmonizing: prayer rising in churches and mosques, families gathering around tables,
candles and lanterns glowing against late-winter skies.

As we continue our Lenten journey, may we give thanks for the rich tapestry of
faith and culture that weaves together the beauty of God’s creation. May our fasting
lead to generosity, our repentance to reconciliation, and our worship to wider love for
God and neighbor. And may this rare overlap of sacred seasons remind us that God is
always at work—across traditions, across neighborhoods, and across the turning of the
year—calling all people toward renewal and peace.

Pastor Myles

Happy And Prosperous
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HoC EASTER SERVICES

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 5, 2026

HoC will once again be hosting our Community Sunrise Service.
(weather permitting) in the cemetery at 7:00am.

Service will be led by various Christian ecumenical partners.

Following the sunrise service, everyone is invited to our
Fellowship Hall for a Continental Pot-Luck Breakfast
(sponsored by the Worship Commission).

Invite your friends, family, and neighbors!

HoC will also have a Traditional Easter worship service in the
sanctuary at 11:00am. This service will be live-streamed for those
who cannot attend in person.

REJOICE! HE IS RISENT

May the promise of the

Easter scason bring vou

great joy and abundant

peace in the love and

promise of the Lord
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Ministry

Helping Hands are needed for this easy way to offer your service to our Lord. Handing out
bulletins, assisting worshippers if needed, and greeting fellow worshippers is a joyful way to
serve for about an hour before service begins. Your cheerful smile and welcoming handshake
can make all the difference in creating a welcoming church and a true “sanctuary.”
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex so you can add your name to help us fill vacant Sundays.
Don’t hesitate to sign up more than once—we need help all year! We are truly grateful for
those who donate their time, energy, and cheerful smiles! What better way to start the day?!

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV) -
“Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God

Cererosity and joy

abrace the

Cheerful Giving in Every Way
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SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

photos by Jeanne Hastings
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Faith and Film Series
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Faith and Film Series

Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church
1100 W Church Rd., Newark, DE

March 28, 2026
Screening: 0o PM

Joln us for our 3" Installment of the Falth and Film Series at Head of

Christiana Presbyterian Church. This event is free of charge, and we
will be providing popcorn and soft drinks. Don't miss out on an
opportunity for fun, fellowship, discussion, and a great movie
experlence!

For mare Information, emall myles.thompson328@gmall.com

About the Film

A Beautiful Day In the Nelghborhood (2019)
Marielle Heller, director

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood is a heartfelt drama inspired by the real
|ife: frienciship batween journalist Tomn Junod and beloved childnen's television
host Fred Rogers. Directed by Mariellz Hellar and staming Tom Hanks as Mister
Fh:-g:ru. the film follows a skephcal reparter assigned to profle FI-:-g:ru. oinly ta
find his cwn wounds and questions gentty brought inita the (ight through Rogers
patient, compassionate presence. With warmih and emabanal depth, the
mivie explares themes of forgiveness, vulnarability, reconciliation, and the
transformative power of kindness. Bath tender and thought-provoling, it invites
viewers to reflect onwhat & means to love our neighbars=and how small acts
of grace can become channals of healing,




On this Easter, may
happiness guide you and
thankfulness light your path.

[ pray that the joy of His
resurrection will fuel your
faith, enabling you to face

challenges head-~on and live
in the present with an
optimistic and hopeful

outlook.

The great gift of Easter

is hopel
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Mark Your
Calendar

Friday, March 20
5:30pm
In Fellowship Hall
Bring snacks. Beverages will be provided.

Bring a friend or two.

| REMINDER:  LOOKING TREE DEADLINE IS
! TUESDAY, MARCH 17" i
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HOC CALENDAR — March Happenings |

Wednesday Mar 04 1:00pm Hygge (also meeting on Mar. 11, 18, 25)
Monday Mar 09 7:00pm Session

Tuesday Mar 10 11:30am Nifty Wifty’s @ Wesley’s

Friday Mar 13 12:00pm Hope Dining Room

Friday Mar 20 5:30pm C & F Bingo Night

Wednesday Mar 26 1:00pm Care & Fellowship Meeting
Saturday Mar 28 1:00pm Faith in Film Series

Sunday Mar 29 11:00am Palm Sunday Worship Service
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