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SUNDAY VIRTUAL WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
 

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE         ”Morning Meditation”      Louise Stairs 

 

*CALL to WORSHIP (from Psalm 95) 

Leader: O come let us bow down and worship; 

               let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

People: For the Lord is our God; we are the Lord’s people, 

               the flock that God shepherds. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER    

God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 

sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one 

another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN 487         “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
 

PRAYER of CONFESSION:   Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed 

from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 

our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those 

things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not 

to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. 

Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a 

holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your holy name. 

(Time for silent confession) 
 

SONG DURING CONFESSION       “Lord, Have Mercy upon Us”   
  

“Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.” 
 

ASSURANCE of GOD’S PARDON 

Friends, hear the good news! If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; look, new things have come into being! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ. For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

We are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf 

of Christ: be reconciled to God. 

 



  

PASSING of the PEACE 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM      “The Gift of Love”         Hal Hopson 

SCRIPTURE READINGS       John 21:1-19 

SERMON      “Meeting Jesus in Ordinary Circumstances”    The Rev. Dr. Hilary Livingston 
        

*HYMN 387       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
 

*AFFIRMATION of FAITH (In unison; from PCUSA’s A Brief Statement of Faith)  

  We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit  

   justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and  

   neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  

   The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ  

   through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of  

   baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men  

   to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to  

   pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to  

   unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to  

   work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the    

   Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as  

   we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With  

   believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us  

   from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

INVITATION to OFFERING   (Those joining us online may use our online giving platform at hocpc.org/give)  

 

OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY   

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
 

PRAYER of DEDICATION 
 

*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*HYMN 538          “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” 

CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 

PRELUDE   “He Reigns Triumphant”         James Denton 
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John 21:1-19 
1 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, 

and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 

Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to 

him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing. 4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not 

know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” 

They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 

and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 

because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is 

the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, 

for he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the 

boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 

hundred yards off. 9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 

fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 

hundred fifty-three of them, and though there were so many, the net was not 

torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples 

dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came 

and took the bread and gave it to them and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” 

And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you 

used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, 

you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 

take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


