
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Here are some questions to help you reflect on your experience over this pandemic period: 

•  What are some of the things you have learned over the course of the pandemic?  

•  What are some of the things you are more mindful of and appreciate more after the pandemic?  

•  What were some of the things that got your through the pandemic?  What things did you begin during the     

     pandemic that you hope to continue into the future?  

•  How has your faith/relationship with God changed as a result of the pandemic?  What faith practices, if  

     any, did you develop over the pandemic that you hope to continue?  

•  What are your hopes for the future coming out of the pandemic?  

•  What was your biggest challenge you overcame during the pandemic?  What are you most thankful for?  
 

Feel free to add and answer other questions that come to mind.  
The pandemic was no doubt a very difficult season for us all.  There were many sacrifices we made, as well as 
many things we lost.  However, there were also ways we learned and grew during this time.  I hope these 
questions help you reflect upon your experience during the pandemic so you can emerge living more 
intentionally into the future.  
God is in the business of redeeming the difficult and painful times in our lives, bringing us through to new life 
and new beginnings.  My prayer is that God will reveal moments of his grace and blessing, even in the midst of 
this difficult season. 
 

Blessings, 

 

Dear HoC members and friends, 

A Time to Reflect: 
As we slowly come out of the COVID-19 pandemic and return to 

“normal,” it is a good opportunity to reflect upon the ways we’ve 

changed and grown during this period.  We’ve acknowledged many 

losses, but it’s also good to reflect on the things we gained that we may 

not have expected. 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here… 
August 2021 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Hilary Livingston 

http://hocpc.org/
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 This summer marks “Newton’s” third birthday.  At one year old, he yielded one fig.  

He rested during his second summer, producing no figs.  A few weeks ago, a couple of us 

walked to the tree and saw many figs on it on branches close to the wall.  Hilary and Aileen 

inspected some of the fruit and picked a big one that was soft and ripe.  And now, “Newton” 

is yielding a good crop of figs.   However, Hilary and Aileen were shocked to see Lantern 

Flies near the one they picked so we are going to have to be vigilant and destroy any eggs 

(and flies) we see. 

The fig tree is not mentioned very often in the Bible, but there is a well-known story 

that features a fig tree.  Jesus showed anger when he stopped under one in full bloom, hoping 

to ease his hunger, but finding the tree to be baren of fruit.  He cursed the fig tree causing it to 

die.  

When Aileen was mulling over doing a fun project for VBS that would produce a 

lasting interest in our church for the kids, she thought of planting a fig tree and watching it 

yield fruit and memories.  She bought one in early Spring and nurtured it until VBS started so 

it would thrive and be ready for planting.  They lucked out finding just the right spot to plant 

it—right at the corner next to the herb garden.  So after their class session, they all went out 

and the kids had fun taking the shovel and digging the hole and watering it.  They decided to 

call the fig tree “NEWTON.” 

When Lucy heard the discussion about planting a fig tree, she was reminded of a VBS 

program she attended in her youth and suggested the title for our upcoming VBS.  We titled 

our VBS program that year, “Faith In God,” (FIG).    

Aileen has always thought this about the fig tree after it was planted: 

"May it give food to the traveler and shade for the weary to rest" 

 

 
 

 

Check out “Newton” – all grown up! 
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Newton’s Baby Pictures 
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HOC will collect school supplies for the Downes Elementary School again this year.  I am awaiting 

word from the principal as to what their procedure is going to look like for our mission.  I will keep 

you notified as soon as I get confirmation. 

Also…   There is a need for food, school supplies, clothing, etc. that is being collected and 

dispersed to those in need.  A lot of children are feeding themselves after school.  For that reason, 

we are asking for things that can be warmed up in the microwave or consumed without cooking. 

Mission and Outreach will be partnering with The Rock Church which has a small congregation 

also.  They’re located 4.8 miles from us.  As soon as I have the lists of specifics, I will pass them 

along.  In the meantime, don't wait for me!   Any and all donations will be greatly appreciated.   

Collect school supplies, food (single servings), snacks, etc. 

Thank you so much for always taking care of our neighbors and surrounding community.  If you 

know of anyone who can use our help, please pass along the information to me.  We are here to 

serve our community and those who need a little help during these uncertain times. 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES  Submitted by Debbie Reeves 

John R. Downes Elementary School The Rock Presbyterian Church 
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Monday  Aug 9   6:30pm Session Meeting at HoC 

Wednesday Aug    11                     L O O K I N G   T R E E   D E A D L I N E 

Monday  Sept    17   7:00pm Admin & Finance Zoom Meeting 
 

Aug    5 Charlotte Dudkewitz Aug 15     Vanessa Marianiello 

Aug    7 Ed Crispin   Aug 17     Jeff Gillespie 

Aug    7 Becky Taber  Aug     17     Audrey Harper 

Aug    8 Alex Oakes  Aug     23     Brian Huffman 

Aug    9 Nancy Crawford  Aug     27     Ruth Stafford 

Aug   11 Christopher Sutton Aug     31     Mims Hildabrant 

 

 

      

 
  
  

HOC CALENDAR — August Happenings 
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