
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      What if wearing a mask became a spiritual practice, rather than a political statement? 

In a recent sermon, I referenced Brother Lawrence, a 17th century monk who lived a 

life of service to God while working in the monastery kitchen.  Brother Lawrence 

performed the most menial tasks (scrubbing floors, washing pots and pans, and chopping 

vegetables), as acts of worship to God and service to his fellow monks.  What if we took a 

page out of Brother Lawrence’s playbook?  What if we viewed the mundane task of 

wearing a mask, not as a political statement, but rather as an act of worship to God and 

service toward one another?  If we have to wear masks anyway, why not transform this 

mundane act into spiritual practice that honors God and our fellow human beings who are 

created in God’s image? 

Galatians 5:13 says, “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.  But do 

not use your freedom to indulge the flesh, rather, serve one another humbly in love.”  Our 

freedom in Christ is not license to do whatever we want while disregarding the wellbeing of 

others.  Rather we are to steward our freedom to serve others sacrificially, just as Christ has 

served us.  This mindset puts mask wearing in a different light.  Instead of being a political 

statement, it becomes an act of worship and service.  It becomes a means by which, like 

Brother Lawrence, we practice the presence of God.  

The next time you wear your mask, be mindful of doing so as a spiritual practice—

an act of worship to God’s image, 
 

Blessings, 

 

Dear HoC members and friends, 
Wearing a mask—Political Statement or Spiritual Practice? 

Who knew a little piece of fabric could cause so much controversy?  Mask-

wearing has become a huge controversy, with everyone weighing in with their views 

on the subject.  Mask-wearing has become a political symbol—a “taking sides” in a 

bitter culture war.  I hesitate to even wade into the mask-wearing controversy, 

knowing it’s become such a hot-button issue.  Upon reflection, however, I want to 

help us reframe the whole mask-wearing controversy.  I want to encourage us to 

think about it in a different way. 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here… 
August 2020 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Hilary Livingston 

http://hocpc.org/


 

  

 

 

            https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeadOfChristiana/posts/ 

You don’t need a Facebook account to access the page. 

We will also be having a Zoom Fellowship Hour on  

Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM prior to our virtual worship service. 

Click this link to access:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87809131177?pwd=V1h5VnowWXRCZ2ZMS0UyWkFXSVBrUT09 

Meeting ID: 878 0913 1177 

Password: 411266 

If you don’t have internet access, you can call 1-929-205-6099   

or 1-301-715-8592. 

You can call in just like you would call someone on a regular phone. 

 

 

Please join us for virtual worship on Sunday 

mornings at 11:00 AM  

on our website at: https://hocpc.org/online-

worship/   

or on our Head of Christiana Presbyterian 

Church Facebook Page: 
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Online Giving at Head of Christiana 
 

Head of Christiana now has the option of online giving through our website 
using a computer or mobile device (phone or tablet).  In order to provide this 
service, we have partnered with Tithe.ly, a faith-based organization that creates 
products to enable online communities for churches. 

 

This service allows you to give using a debit or credit card or via electronic 
funds transfer.  You can make a one-time donation or set up weekly or monthly 
recurring donations.      To access online giving, navigate to our website's giving page 
via https://hocpc.org/give/. 

After navigating to this page, you will have the option  
to give or get answers to questions you may have.  You may  
also email Brian Huffman (bhuffman@graze.net) if you have 
additional questions.  It's safe and secure.  And in this time  
of social distancing it provides a way to easily continue to  
support our Church! 

 

 

 

 

After months of no activity on July 2nd the Unglued Project group met on 

Zoom.  We will be partnering with Elsmere, Christiana and Rock Churches for the 

remainder of the program.  Our first meeting was spent discussing how and where 

each group is spending the Pandemic. We are discussing how we are doing 

financially and how mission activity is being used in our communities.  

Investigating how and when it makes sense to reopen. During this time of 

confusion and conflict, there are two things that are constant. That our faith will 

deliver us to a time when we can worship together. It will be different and we will 

need to work a little harder to make it happen.  But, in God's loving grace it WILL 

happen.  Stay tuned for more updates. 

Submitted by Debbie Reeves 

https://hocpc.org/give/
mailto:bhuffman@graze.net
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2016/10/18/19/04/floral-1751088_960_720.png&imgrefurl=https://pixabay.com/images/search/flower border/&docid=NAd47r5F8rIBHM&tbnid=iH7trawFA__LKM:&vet=10ahUKEwj9gYSeqsjhAhVOmeAKHVwoBTIQMwihASgtMC0..i&w=960&h=480&hl=en&bih=609&biw=1280&q=flower border&ved=0ahUKEwj9gYSeqsjhAhVOmeAKHVwoBTIQMwihASgtMC0&iact=mrc&uact=8


  

The Presbyterian Foundation: A Brief Overview 

by Ed Crispin 
 

Never can we say that we do not have the ability as members of the Head of 

Christiana Presbyterian Church to spiritually touch those who live outside of our 

community.  We, as members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are members of 

a large organization that has, through its Presbyterian Foundation, a world-wide 

reach.    

The Presbyterian Foundation, which had its beginning in 1795, has now 

become a $1 billion extension of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and an 

organization whose presence is felt throughout the world (the Foundation’s 

offices are located in Jeffersonville, IN).  Among the many activities the 

Presbyterian Foundation sponsors are four extremely significant Offering 

programs that are always well-received: “One Great Hour of Sharing,” 

“Pentecost,” “Peace & Global Witness,” and “Christmas Joy.”  Each of these 

programs are administered by the leadership of the Foundation during a unique 

period of the year.  They are funded by contributions from over 1.3 million active 

members of over nine thousand Presbyterian (U.S.A.) congregations and 

ministries.  This results in a normal annual collection of approximately $82 

million in gifts and investments with the benefit of these gifts and investments 

felt in more than 50 countries around the world. (To view information that 

addresses the extent of the mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), see the website 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/.) 

In addition to its international reach, the Presbyterian Foundation also 

provides resources to assist individual United States’ member churches.  For 

example, Mr. Olanda Carr, one of eight Presbyterian Ministry Relations Officers 

who serves Presbyterian (U.S.A.) churches located within the United States, a 

short time ago met with a number of our Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church 

members for the purpose of presenting and discussing how Presbyterian 

Foundation resources can be accessed and used by the Head of Christiana 

Presbyterian Church.  

So while we may be a small church with a small congregation, if we look at 

what we are a part of, we are massive and our reach for helping others is 

worldwide.  Each of us has our avenue where we can personally extend our reach 

around the world. 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

HoC Pandemic Time Capsule 

We’re a historic church…and we’re living through a historic event with 

the COVID-19 global pandemic of 2020.  I thought it would be interesting to 

preserve accounts and objects of this event for a time capsule!  

I thought we could preserve written accounts of people’s experiences 

with the pandemic, as well as some “artifacts”— small items that represent 

your experience with the pandemic that we could keep for future generations. 

Also, since we’re in a digital age, I thought about perhaps making some sort of 

digital record of this time period. 

We could collect these items and have them available for future 

generations to explore.  We could perhaps even send some things (written 

records and/or digital items) to the Presbyterian Historical Society in 

Philadelphia.  

If you would like to contribute writings, photos, videos or other items, 

please send them to me at heliving@gmail.com.  

Also, if you would like to help put together the “time capsule” or 

whatever we will be utilizing to preserve these historical items, please let me 

know.  

Pastor Hilary 
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SUMMER HAPPENINGS   by Debbie Reeves                                 

The first couple of photos are my new baby ducklings.  They are adorable and very 
needy.  They have imprinted me as the "Mama Duck".  What a joy.  And, duck watching is good 
for the soul.  In the first picture, they are 3 weeks old and getting some feathers.  Starting to 
learn how to swim.  They are getting the oil into their feathers.  Until then, they are not very 
buoyant.  In the second picture, you can see how quickly they’ve grown. 

The third photo is a honeybee swarm that my husband found.  I called the Beekeeper 
Association and they sent two beekeepers to confiscate the bees into a couple boxes.  And, yes 
they did find the Queen. 

The last picture shows the 50 containers we made up with our famous Sloppy Joes and 
Green Bean Casserole for the NEC to distribute to the clients in Red Roof Inn.  To date we have 
made five different drop offs to Newark Empowerment Center.  We supplied 50 hot meals and a 
total of 280 bag lunches at four different locations. 
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Monday Aug    10 7:00pm  Session Zoom Meeting 

Tuesday Aug    11              L O O K I N G   T R E E   D E A D L I N E 

Monday Aug    17   7:00pm Admin & Finance Zoom Meeting 
 

Aug    5 Charlotte Dudkewitz Aug     13     Jim Kniskern 

Aug    7 Ed Crispin   Aug 15     Vanessa Marianiello 

Aug    7 Becky Taber  Aug 17     Jeff Gillespie 

Aug    8 Alex Oakes  Aug     17     Audrey Harper 

Aug    9 Nancy Crawford  Aug     23     Brian Huffman 

Aug   11 Christopher Sutton Aug     27     Ruth Stafford 

     Aug     31     Mims Hildabrant 

 

 
  
  

  

HOC CALENDAR — August Happenings 
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NEW MAILING ADDRESS: 

Rebecca DiGiovanni 

5701 Virginia Parkway, Apt. 4214 

McKinney, TX  75071 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.embpersons.com/cute/org/7ccbe2c3e98c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cuteembroidery.com/8818020_happy-birthday-melita-amelia-10th.html&docid=t3bz2rgx6nMX7M&tbnid=AhKrjKf-TgJBYM:&vet=10ahUKEwiDoOCLg_fTAhXJSyYKHSfmBW44ZBAzCB4oHDAc..i&w=325&h=109&hl=en&bih=633&biw=1280&q=happy june birthday&ved=0ahUKEwiDoOCLg_fTAhXJSyYKHSfmBW44ZBAzCB4oHDAc&iact=mrc&uact=8

