
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here…         May 2015 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

      Kate LeFranc 
     Associate Pastor 

 

    Rev. Bob Undercuffler 
Pastor 

      It is good for congregation members to 
get together occasionally to think and talk 
about where we are and where God is 
calling us. And that’s exactly what 43 
members and friends did Sunday afternoon, 
April 19th.  This was the beginning of a 
journey and process that will, in the fullness 
of time, help us discern some ways forward. 
Ours is a Journey for all the Saints. 

A goodly portion of the saints participated on Sunday.  Saints who 
have gone before us have given us an exceptional legacy.  In the 
future, more saints will join us, and we will expand the great 
company of saints. Session believes that now is the time to begin 
our conversations with a thoughtful and hope-filled attitude. 
 

We gathered around at six tables in Chapel Hall.  Each table was 
led by a session member and included another to record all ideas 
on newsprint. At the conclusion of 30 action-packed minutes, the 
newsprint was pasted on the walls and the session leader reported 
out highlights of their conversations. We were not analyzing and 
winnowing.  Rather, we were gathering … and we will continue to 
gather ideas, suggestions and passions.  The input of all the saints 
is vital. 
 

This opening phase was completed within an hour.  Session’s 
Legacy task force, composed of John Brook, Katie Gillespie, Steve 
Graham, Bill Witt, Kate LeFranc and Jackie Taylor of Presbytery 
staff, our coach, along with yours truly, will now review, analyze, 
collate and lift-up some themes.  The task force will then return for 
a second conversation with the congregation. 
 

All the hopes, dreams and concerns offered have been transcribed 
from newsprint and included in this issue of The Looking Tree on 
pages 6 and 7.  What is God calling us to do with all these heartfelt 
musings? 
 
Blessings, 

 

May has always been one of my favorite 
months of the year – and not just because 
it’s my birthday!  It’s finally properly spring, 
after long months of winter and a few 
teases of warmer weather mixed in with 
rain and thunderstorms.  It’s a time for 
looking forward as the school year draws 
to a close, and students look eagerly 
toward summer or graduation and new 
beginnings.   

But it’s not just students – flowers are creeping up, plants are 
green again, and new life is blossoming all around us. 
 

We caught some of this forward-looking spirit at our 
congregational conversations on April 19th, as many members 
gathered to share their hopes for our future at Head of 
Christiana. Some of this was about money, of course, but other 
ideas were generated which don’t require very much money at 
all.  
 

One thing that was interesting for me to notice during these 
conversations and leading up to them was the amount of 
anxiety that we have or don’t have about the future. It is very 
natural for us to worry, especially for those with talents in 
budgeting and planning for practical matters. This community 
matters a lot to us, and so we have deeply held beliefs about 
what we should or should not be doing as an organization, as 
well as a desire to see this community flourish.  
 

We are still in the season of Easter for a few more weeks, 
remembering the hope of life that comes out of death. This 
church has feared death, and we have lived. We know that we 
have a future, and our challenge is to trust the hope of Easter, 
and live into the spirit of Pentecost. Let us celebrate not only the 
birth of the church, way back when, but to recognize the ways 
God is sending us out today.  
 

Can we trust the ways the Spirit is leading us in these days? 
 
Peace, 

 
 
 

 

Bob 

Kate 

 

 

  

http://hocpc.org/


 

 

  

 Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, a leading spokesperson for Christians living in the West Bank, will be speaking at First 
Presbyterian Church, Newark on Monday, May 18th, 2:30 - 3:40pm.  You are invited to attend to hear the presentation which 
will be followed by ample time for Q & A.  A flier is attached, along with biographical information about Pastor Raheb. The 
event is free and open to the public.  He will also offer a presentation at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, DE, 
the evening of May 18th, from 6:45 to 8:00pm. 
 Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb has traveled throughout the world as a leading Palestinian Christian theologian and pastor who 
brings a message of hope and other teachings of Christ.  He was recently hosted at Yale Divinity School and has come to the 
Mid-Atlantic to give the commencement address at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.  His church and 
conference center is just off Manger Square in Bethlehem, and his ancestors have lived in the Holy Land for generations.  
The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee of First Pres Newark and other sponsoring organizations hope that the 
event in Newark will be a highly informative event for all who attend. 
 Pastor Raheb's visit to DE is co-sponsored by Delaware Churches for Middle East Peace, the Center for Integrative 
Learning, and associated individuals.  He is hosted at First Pres Newark under the sponsorship of the Peacemaking and 
Social Justice Committee. 
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 OUTREACH  COMMISSION       Alex Oakes 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

      

YOU’RE  INVITED                    First Presbyterian Church, Newark 

 

     ELKTON COMMUNITY KITCHEN... 
  

Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church has a rich history of helping  
at this annual event, so in order to give you ample notice I’m asking  
you to…..Mark your calendars now!    
 On Friday, June 26th volunteers from Head of Christiana will  
be serving lunch for people in need at the Elkton Community Kitchen.   
Your Outreach Commission will be planning and organizing this effort,  
so please let one of us know if you are interested in helping. 
  

Outreach Commission Members:                                                                                                 
Alex Oakes, Chair, Ed Crispin, Lucy Marianiello, Pat Undercuffler, Steve Graham 

 

 

 

     This Easter season members and friends of Head of Christiana contributed 

$1,775.00  to One Great Hour of Sharing.  This was a special way for sharing 

God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to 

those affected by natural disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to 

empower the poor and oppressed.  Thank you for your marvelous gifts.  

The Mission Commission 

Brian Huffman, Chair 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://st-johns-ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/oghs2014main2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://st-johns-ucc.org/mission-partners/&h=310&w=905&tbnid=aiiZ7gIhXcKtJM:&zoom=1&docid=SsKqTe9sej903M&hl=en&ei=IqkJVcO4B8TasATvloCgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CDoQMygJMAk


  

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU                
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Meet Claire Herrington 

 

 Claire Herrington is a first generation American.  Her parents were both Scottish 
immigrants who met at a Hogmanay (Scottish New Year’s Eve Party) in Philadelphia. 
 

 Born in Darby, PA, she and her younger brother, Andy, (recently deceased), were 
reared in Collingdale, PA, and graduated from Collingdale High School.  Claire had always  
wanted to be a nurse, so she applied, and was accepted to, Presbyterian Hospital  
(Philadelphia) School of Nursing.  She graduated in 1958. 
 

 She worked at Presbyterian Hospital as a registered nurse until meeting Jim  

Herrington (on tax day, 1966) —  they were married four months later!  They moved to Maplewood, NJ where he was an  

assistant pastor.  She nursed at Community Hospital in Montclair, NJ until 1969 when their daughter, Beth, was born, and 
Jim entered Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s Episcopal/Texas Children’s Hospitals.   
 

 Following two years in Houston, they moved to Columbia, MD for a year while Jim completed his training.  In July 
1972, their son, Bill, was born and they moved to Mobile, AL for four years before making their final move to Newark, DE 
in the fall of 1976.  Claire nursed for 20 years at Southern Chester County (now Jennersville Regional) Hospital, retiring in 
2000. 
 

 Claire enjoys volunteering at the Helen Graham Cancer Center (she is a cancer survivor herself), as well as  
gardening and working on Head of Christiana’s Care and Fellowship Commission.  She is a suburb cook and baker… 
documentation of this is Jim’s belt size.   
 
 

 

 

Tech Support… 

Problems with your electronics?  If the manufacturer’s free tech support 
has expired, consider these other no-cost options.  Answers to common 
computer issues can be found at techguys.org, forums.cnet.com and 
geeksquad.com/do-it-yourself. 

Free tune-ups, basic repairs virus removal and more can be had at 

Microsoft stores for computers using its operating systems, while Apple 

offers how-to guides for its products at apple.com/support. 

 
 

CARE  &  FELLOWSHIP                         Jeanne Hastings 
              

 
Care and Fellowship is hosting another movie night on 
Saturday, May 2nd at 6:00pm.  The movie is “The Hundred 
Foot Journey.”   Please bring an appetizer for all to share. 
 

Please join us for a special Mother’s Day Coffee Hour, on 
Sunday, May 10th following worship.   We plan to honor all 
mothers (or those who have helped raise children, even if 
not your own), with a special treat.   

 



  

OUTREACH  COMMISSION                        Alex Oakes 
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Your Outreach Commission has some very exciting events planned for this summer, so 

get ready to mark your calendars so you can save the dates and pass the word along to 

your neighbors and friends. 

 

  Wednesday, July 15 @ 7:00pm 
 

  The Newark Community Band Evening Concert Under the Trees 

  Back by popular request, the Newark Community Band will once 

  again fill the air at Head of Christiana PC with amazing music that 

  everyone can enjoy!  Bring a lawn chair or blanket.  And yes, the 

  Moo Mobile will be back!!! 

 

   Saturday, August 29 @ 1:00pm til 4:00pm 
 

   End of Summer Fun Fest 

   For kids and Adults alike.  We’re having a genuine fire truck in our 

   parking lot for all to inspect along with some antique automobiles 

   and (we’re keeping our fingers crossed) some horses from the  

   New Castle Mounted Police.  The highlight of the day will be a live 

   performance from 2:00pm to 3:00pm by noted puppeteer, Jack 

   Foreaker.  And yes, the Moo Mobile will be at this event too! 

 

  Sunday, September 20 @ 11:00am til 4:00pm 
 

  Newark Community Day 

  We will be staffing a booth at this annual event once again so  

  people in our community can know Head of Christiana is here  

  and welcomes everyone to our church.   

  We are looking for volunteers to sit at the booth for an hour or so,  

  and we hope you’ll consider participating.  It’s a great way 

  to meet people and also to do some “people watching…” 

   

 

 

 

 



 

  

CONGRATS  TO  GRADUATES                                                             

NOTICE  FROM  “THE  PARISH  NURSE”       Pat Undercuffler

                     Pat Undercuffler 
 In the closet off the upstairs kitchen, there are several “medical” devices.  If you need one, and are not supplied with 
what you need from your physicians office, consider taking it from the closet.  Our inventory consists of: 
 

  2 walkers - aluminum colored with set legs 
  2 walkers - black colored with brakes 
  2 bedside commodes 
  1 raised seat commode for the bathroom toilet 
  3 pair of crutches 
  4 wooden canes ( good for any age to carry in the airport - it slows people down around one) 
  2 canes with stabilizing feet. 
 

 An alert comes with these items.  Many are adjusted for the height of the former owner, so you will have to have 
someone adjust it to your height so you are not bending over and putting more strain on your back and or shoulders.  

 

 

 
 

 

   Hats off to all these graduates who have worked so hard and accomplished so much! 
 

Megan Combs   (Sonia Combs’ granddaughter) — Graduated North Caroline State  
 with a B.S. in Human Biology.  Her studies toward obtaining her Masters in Physiology will continue. 
 

Janice Harper   (daughter of Debbie and Al Harper) — graduates Avon Grove Charter School and will  
 be off to Lebanon Valley College in the fall. 
 

Lauren Nicole Boehm   (Aileen and John Burmeister’s granddaughter) — graduates Northeastern 
 University as class Valedictorian with a B.S. in Behavioral Neuroscience.  She will continue her 
 medical studies at Tufts University School of Medicine. 
 

Samuel R. Davis   (Rosi White’s grandson) — graduates from Gouger College with a B.A. in Psychology and  
 will pursue his Masters at Loyola University. 
 

Devon M. Wolk   (Rosi White’s granddaughter) — graduates from Avon Grove High School and will  
 continue on to college attending Penn State in early July. 
 

Natalie E. White   (Rosi White’s granddaughter) — graduates from C. Milton Wright High School in Bel Air 
 and will attend Madison University in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. 
 

Rebecca Witt   (Melissa and Bill Witt’s daughter) — graduates from Cecil College with an Associate’s  Degree in 

 Fine Arts-Ceramics. 
 

Andre Marianiello   (Lucy and Vince Marianiello’s son) — graduates from the University of Delaware in 
 May with an Honors B.S. in Computer Science and minors in Math and Physics.  He has been 
 selected to receive the Computer and Information Sciences Outstanding Senior Award.  Andre has 
 accepted a software engineering position with ServOne, a network performance monitoring 
 company that will be located in the new STAR campus in Newark. 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.drivemedical.com/media/catalog/product/cache/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/R/T/RTL11148KDR_9.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.drivemedical.com/index.php/folding-steel-commode-retail-2.html&h=2126&w=1603&tbnid=2rHNSF7iY4wrlM:&zoom=1&docid=rf9Lk-1vo0SpRM&hl=en&ei=-XU2VajeDYeeyQT_vYDACw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFkQMyggMCA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i00.i.aliimg.com/wsphoto/v0/32295230912_1/T-handle-two-curved-font-b-walking-b-font-stick-aluminum-font-b-tripod-b-font.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aliexpress.com/popular/tripod-walk.html&h=800&w=800&tbnid=RVHnGa_SkVidwM:&zoom=1&docid=vGEUPQPAeZfTCM&hl=en&ei=WHc2VZzkIcyryATAnYGABA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygoMCg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1416200/thumbs/o-GRADUATION-CAP-facebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pixshark.com/graduation-cap-tumblr.htm&h=1000&w=2000&tbnid=JGGyikRbmGhL2M:&zoom=1&docid=YTpd3Vp-K2RM_M&hl=en&ei=BqU3VZKyE4rnsASHioG4DQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CF0QMyghMCE


 

  

HOPES AND DREAMS CONVERSATIONS WITH CONGREGATION  4.19.15 

John, Julia and Jeanne, ruling elders 
 ♦  Add to endowment and use a percentage to support budget yearly. (3 checks) 
 ♦  Invest money from endowment (3 checks) 

 ♦  Elevator — Presbytery contribution?  Increase rent or alternative — chair lift 

 ♦  Roof and building maintenance (2 checks) 
 ♦  Improved chapel room kitchen 
 ♦  Shed for trail race items 
 ♦  Ramp to sanctuary 
 ♦  Increased advertising – newspaper 
 ♦  Increase PR 

 ♦  Better communication about what our space is being used for — piloxing, yoga, community events, etc. 

 ♦  Improve the grounds to accommodate outside activities.  
 

 

Mark Mankin, ruling elder 
 ♦  Guarantee that church will operate for at least next twenty years by increasing endowments 
 ♦  Increase social events, entertaining and/or athletic use of facilities during the week 
 ♦  Bring people together: Newark band, community groups, and children’s events 
 ♦  Increase Girl Scout relationships 
 ♦  Advertise in motels, realtors, real estate offices 
 ♦  Map and pictures to help visualize Head of Christiana Church 
 ♦  Welcome Wagon and Chamber of Commerce get word out to newcomers to the community 

 ♦  Advertise — make Head of Christiana Church role in trail race explicit 

 ♦  Access (easy covered) from back of sanctuary to chapel room 
 ♦  Make building accessible (including basement) 
 ♦  Themes to attract interest in the community (ex: history) 
 ♦  Golf cart 
 ♦  Outside step-free entrance to basement 
 ♦  Master Gardener meetings 
 ♦  Help finance a community garden at Downes Elementary School 
 ♦  Mother’s Day Out, Baby Grow space collaborating with the lab school. 
 

 

Steve and Brian, ruling elders. 
 ♦  More music 
 ♦  Game night  
 ♦  Activities on Friday night or Saturday “Happy Younger Presbyterians” (HYP’s) 

 ♦  Accessibility — Sanctuary, Chapel room and Gathering Place 

 ♦  Historic preservation of building (ceiling repair, etc.) 
 ♦  Invested wisely for future 
 ♦  Lights on stained glass windows inside and out 
 ♦  Repairs of roof 
 ♦  Larger cross on outside of building 
 ♦  Hourly contractor or advisor for technology (website, audio recording of sermons) 
 ♦  Kitchen upgrade 

 ♦  “Sacred Spaces” — capitalize on historical property 

 ♦  Better utilize talents and assets of members.  

 

HOPES  AND  DREAMS  CONVERSATIONS 4.19.15 
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HOPES  AND  DREAMS  CONVERSATIONS 4.19.15 
                                                          
Alex, ruling elder 
 ♦  Continual maintenance of the sanctuary 
 ♦  Create an emergency fund for emergency repairs 
 ♦  Ceiling repairs or maintenance 
 ♦  Update the upstairs kitchen, modernize chapel room 
 ♦  Improve accessibility of basement kitchen 
 ♦  Chair lift from sanctuary to chapel room 
 ♦  Utilize five percent of funds (endowment fund) annually for support of budget…excess needed to go to missions 
 ♦  Update (insulate, etc.) choir room and church office 
 ♦  Bottom line: Update what we have! 

 ♦  Question 2 — active planning participation – growth 

 ♦  Question 3 —  age of congregation in utilizing and alerts  

 ♦  Manage money responsibly! 
 

 

Katie Gillespie, ruling elder 
 ♦  Expand experience with Girl Scouts and youth 
 ♦  More outreach activities for community 
 ♦  Organizations using the building 
 ♦  Expanded music programs 
 ♦  Elevator 
 ♦  More restrooms 
 ♦  Updated heating and A/C energy audit 
 ♦  Transformation of chapel room, kitchen (both) > update 
 ♦  Recognizing other groups (nurses, boy scouts) in a similar way as we started with Girl Scouts 
 ♦  Support for families with ‘special needs’ members 
 ♦  Make more use of the history of the church 
 ♦  Add to endowment fund, and in forty years with no growth, most of current members will have died 

 ♦  Question 2 —  increase energy into programs 

 ♦  Increase longevity — attracting younger members 

 ♦  Active social media campaign 
 

Bill Witt, ruling elder 

 ♦  Building improvements — repairs, restroom upstairs and elevator (one star) 

 ♦  Worldwide charity — wells in Africa, sponsor children 

 ♦  Partner with a church in another country (one star) 
 ♦  Increase parking – garage? 
 ♦  Host multicultural events (one star) 
 

 

Volume 5, Issue 5 Page 7 

       Each morning for several years I would wake up, fix my coffee, and locate my Bible and The 
Upper Room daily devotional booklet and prepare to start my day.  The Upper Room was my 
spiritual start to the day.  The daily devotional begins with a Bible passage which relates to the 
personal story written below it by a variety of people from different countries.  The Bible passage 
is important to reflect on for the day.  The personal stories focus on daily living and perhaps 
challenges we each face in our own lives.  The thought for the day is followed by a prayer.   
      Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church will be receiving copies of The Upper Room Daily 
Devotional soon. The devotionals will be available for members of our church in the Narthex.  
The Upper Room has been very important to my spiritual life and I am very pleased to see them 

once again in our church.            —Lucinda Taber 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://devotional.upperroom.org/images/devotional/en/covers/012010.jpg&imgrefurl=http://devotional.upperroom.org/&h=447&w=297&tbnid=2NMkr9ZVopGJuM:&zoom=1&docid=5u0YCCbQFenM3M&hl=en&ei=uIk_Van3Nea0sATpoYGQCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CAkQMygBMAE4ZA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://devotional.upperroom.org/images/devotional/en/logo.png&imgrefurl=http://devotional.upperroom.org/devotionals/2015-04-28&h=57&w=389&tbnid=O3wvSlg8q6DmqM:&zoom=1&docid=c_txTFOoWfIJ7M&hl=en&ei=l4k_VcD-N4LnsAT-vIGwCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMygaMBo
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May   Birthdays 
 

 
 May    1     Christine Sutton      May   13    Betsy VanCulin 
May    4     Russell Holland      May   27    Leo Marianiello   
May    9     Jeanne Hastings      May   27    Abigail Condliffe 
      
  
   
    

HOC CALENDAR — May Happenings 
Saturday May  2   6:00pm C&F’s Movie Night (Bring an appetizer to share) 

     “The Hundred Foot Journey” 

Monday May       4   7:00pm Admin & Finance Commission 

Monday May       4   7:00pm Building & Grounds Commission 

Tuesday May  5   6:00pm Mission Commission 

Wednesday May  6   2:00pm Care & Fellowship Committee 

Thursday May  7   5:00pm Legacy Task Force 

Friday May       8 12:00pm Hope Dining Room 

Sunday May      10        H A P P Y   M O T H E R‘ S   D A Y  

  12:00pm Mother’s Day Coffee Hour 

Monday May       11   6:30pm Session 

Tuesday May       12   4:00pm Worship Commission 

Tuesday May      12 N E W S L E T T E R    D E A D L I N E   (for June) 

Wednesday May 13 11:00am Outreach Commission 

Friday May      15   9:45am HOP trip to Mt. Cuba Botanical Gardens 

Sunday May 24   Day of Pentecost 

Wednesday May       27  11:30am Nifty-Wifty @ Wesley’s                       
 

CHOIR  PRACTICE  THURSDAYS  @  7:30pm                                      

                                                             

   
  

  

  

.  

Contact Steve Graham at 

(302) 368-3794 to schedule 

an appointment.  This is a 

free service for Head of 

Christiana members. 

 

"Happy Mother's Day" means more 
Than have a happy day. 

Within those words lie lots of things 
We never get to say. 

It means I love you first of all, 
Then thanks for all you do. 

It means you mean a lot to me, 
And that I honor you. 

But most of all, I guess it means 
That I am thinking of 

Your happiness on this, your day, 
With pleasure and with love. 
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