
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here…         March 2015 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

      Kate LeFranc 
     Associate Pastor 

 

    Rev. Bob Undercuffler 
Pastor 

      The snow fell, the wind blew, 
temperatures dropped, black-ice formed, 
and the information went out via the 
Head of Christiana phone tree … 
“CHURCH CLOSED TODAY.”  No 
Worship, No Sunday School, No Chili 
Brunch, and no conversations about our 
hopes and dreams for our church. 

     That was Sunday, February 15. 

     After having completed my portion of phone calls, I sent 
the information through my emal list.  Then Pat and I sat 
down to a leasurely Sunday morning breakfast and watched 
the snow blow.  It was a very blustery, cold morning. 
     It was good to have a change-of-pace that Sunday 
morning.  It was clear calling off church was necessary.  It 
just wasn’t safe to be outside and driving around.  I imagined 
a car (perhaps our own) sliding down Church Road, gliding 
past the parking lot and  smashing into the church mail box. 
Oops. 
     I must admit, however, it’s a little unnerving for me to tell 
people, “Church Closed Today.”  And even more unsettling 
to read that sign, “Church Closed.”   Yes, It makes sense 
when the wind  swirls, temperature plunges and ice makes 
the way treacherous.  But “closed” can also spread when a 
church loses its sense of mission or becomes inwardly 
focused.  Sadly, a church is closed as it misses God’s call “to 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and 
mind, and your neighbor as you love yourself.”  
     Gladly, I serve a congregation whose arms are open 
wide, featuring splendid hospitality, and awesome welcome. 
The love of Christ lives here – and flows from here. May we 
be open to fresh winds of Holy Spirit in all things.  Never 
closed, only when the weather requires. 
 

Grace to you, and peace, 

      As we journey through the season of Lent, 
we are marked by the ashes of Ash Wednes-
day as a reminder that this season is set apart 
– a time of particular reflection and connection 
to God, not just days like any other.  It is a 
good opportunity to try out new forms of 
spirituality or prayer; perhaps a style of 
reading or reflection that is different for you 
might offer a new insight or bring you closer to 
God.  Poetry is one such form for me, and I 
hope that these words from Ann Weems might 
be a blessing to you in this season.  

 
      Lenten Poem  

by Ann Weems 
 

Lent is a time to take time to let the power 
of our faith story take hold of us, 
a time to let the events get up 

and walk around in us, 
a time to intensify our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts, 
a time to place our feet in the streets of 
Jerusalem or to walk along the sea and 

listen to his Word, 
a time to touch his robe 

and feel the healing surge through us, 
a time to ponder and a time to wonder…. 

Lent is a time to allow 
a fresh new taste of God! 

Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think, 
for thoughts come unbidden. 

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future 
knowing our past. 

Give us courage, O God, 
to hear your Word 

and to read our living into it. 
Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven 

and give us the faith 
to take up our lives and walk. 

 

 
 

 

Bob Kate 
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 You have been heard!   Based on concerns from the congregation at the annual meeting, 

your Session is re-visiting the 2015 budget.   We are going to make another attempt to cut back 

on our reliance on the endowment.   The commissions have been tasked with trimming our 

budgeted expenses and Session will continue to investigate ways to increase our income.  

 Communicate with your Session members.   We would be pleased to hear any ideas you 

might have to help us accomplish these goals. 
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 CARE & FELLOWSHIP           Jeanne Hastings 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY 

      

   
 

 

                                                

CHURCH FINANCES       Steve Graham 

 Sunday, March 8, 2015, Head of Christiana will join Girl Scouts 

around the world in celebrating Girl Scout Sunday and the 103rd birthday of 

Girl Scouting.  Girl Scout Sunday begins a week of celebration that ends with 

Girl Scout Sabbath, and always includes the March 12th Girl Scout birthday, 

commemorating the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low registered the first 

Girl Scouts in Savannah, Georgia. 

 Area Girls Scouts have been invited to join us in worship. Under the 

direction of HoC  apprentice choir director, Lindsay Satterfield, a group of 

local scouts of all ages will perform a choral number as part of the service. 

 Afterwards, all are invited to come down to the Chapel Room and 

enjoy sundaes, displays of Girl Scout history and paraphernalia, and 

fellowship.  Girl Scout cookies will also be available for purchase.  
 

 

 Coffee hours have become a very popular way to keep up with what is going on in the lives of fellow 
church friends.  Please consider hosting one!!   It can be as simple or as fancy as you care to make it. The 
fellowship that takes place each Sunday morning is far more important than the food served.   

 Care and Fellowship will host the third one every month, but that leaves lots of opportunities for the 
rest of you.  The sign-up sheet is in the pre-Narthex.  If you don’t feel you can do it alone, partner up with a 
friend.   And remember that Care and Fellowship members are always available to lend a hand making the 
coffee—something that concerns many people.  Or, if you would like to make a monetary contribution to a 
member of C&F, we will use the money to purchase the necessary food. 

“Many hands make for light work”. 
 

 

Join us for 

COFFEE  

and 

Fellowship 

 
 

 
  as 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://a0bf3fb9b9-custmedia.vresp.com/b33b37b198/hospitality.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hosted-p0.vresp.com/527001/b33b37b198/ARCHIVE&h=259&w=352&tbnid=4DOVc13PdQtchM:&zoom=1&docid=IEaXPJFuY4hEnM&hl=en&ei=OyTaVLDTOeyxsASG9ICABg&tbm=isch&ved=0CA0QMygFMAU4ZA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.trinitymidtown.org/coffee_hour_host.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trinitymidtown.org/Hospitality-Ministries.html&h=150&w=784&tbnid=4XJHBZGKmJGubM:&zoom=1&docid=3YHs_FAgUscymM&hl=en&ei=oyXaVKqNGbSIsQTSm4CYBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygHMAc
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Coffee-fellowship-_Web-version.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.beavervalleylutheran.org/?page_id=484&h=376&w=612&tbnid=4SsryxKu9lwvEM:&zoom=1&docid=TGGSlLu20Pa0tM&hl=en&ei=oyXaVKqNGbSIsQTSm4CYBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygIMAg
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Meet Becky Condliffe 

 

 I am the middle child -- my older brother, Scott, is a geology professor at UNC 
and my younger sister, Amy, is a family counselor in Williamsport. Both my parents  
were college professors in Harrisburg.   
 Growing up I was a tomboy and enjoyed many sports.  I also played trumpet 
in the band and sang in the choir.  Most afternoons you could find me alongside the  
Conodoguinet Creek, reading a pile of books.    
 In college I took a fascinating history class in London and fell in love with 
England.  When the chance to study abroad came up I grabbed it.  I was majoring in  
English in many ways!   
 During this time I met Simon -- we had so much fun and he became my "souvenir" to take home to America.  After successfully 
navigating immigration, we married in 1994.  Simon studied at UD while I worked an office job.  After graduation we decided to return to 
England.  I attended the University of Warwick and after long nights studying and lots of trips to the theatre, I got my master’s degree in 
Modern British Dramatists.   
 Soon afterward Simon received a job offer at Economy.com and I got an offer at DuPont as an Office Manager.  Back to 
America!  Eventually Simon returned to UD in the Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research. 
 In 1998 we found and joined HOC.  It reminded us of Silver Spring Presbyterian, the small, historic (1734) church where we 
were married.   
 In 2000, I stopped work when baby Charlotte arrived.  2003 was a big year as Abigail was born and Simon finished his PhD.  It 
was a wonderful, busy time and I was so happy being with my girls.   
 Currently I work for the Avon Grove Library and Limestone Presbyterian Church.  For the last seven years Simon has been a 
professor at West Chester University.  The girls and I are always pleased to tag along to his conferences all over America!   
 I still enjoy tennis and softball, playing music and attending plays.  Travel also remains a great passion.  We return to England 
at least once a year to visit Simon’s family and I’ve also loved Norway, France, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, Italy, Bermuda, 
Scotland and Wales! 

 

Meet Ed Crispin 

 Ed grew up in southern New Jersey and graduated from Woodstown High School.  He then  
enrolled at the University of Delaware receiving a BS degree.  This was followed by a Master’s Degree  
Program at the University of Maryland combined with employment there.  Work and study were then  
interrupted by entry into the U.S. Army where Ed earned a Commission at the Officer Candidate School,  
Fort Benning, GA.  Following Commissioning, Ed was assigned to Fort Knox, KY, then re-assigned to  
the Republic of Korea.  In 1969 Ed returned to his employment position at the University of Maryland to  
include completed his MS degree.   
 In 1971 Ed began employment in the University of Delaware’s Division of Continuing Education  
where he served in a number of positions which included the senior administrator of the University’s four  
conference centers.  Ed also enrolled in a Temple University doctoral program.  In 1980 he received a Doctorate in Adult Education with 
a minor in Organizational Behavior.  In 1993, Ed left the University of Delaware to open his own business, Continuing Education 
Services, Inc.  As Ed’s business network grew he began assisting a new Philadelphia business, SAGE Scholars, Inc., an organization 
that provided no-need tuition scholarships for pre-college age students at its member private colleges and universities.  Ed’s 
responsibility as Senior Vice President was to recruit private colleges and universities for SAGE.  Over time the number of member 
colleges and universities began to increase more by word of mouth than by the need for personal visits.  This allowed Ed to end his visits 
to where he is now a semi-retired member of the world of work.  
 Reverting to military service, following Ed’s departure from full-time military duty to October 13, 1997, he was active in the U.S. 
Army Reserve (a total of over 30 years combined active and reserve service).  During this period of service Ed held three command 
positions plus served as the Commandant of a U. S. Army Reserve Forces School.  On April 4, 2003, at Fort Benning, GA, COL. Crispin 
was inducted into the United States Army Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame. 
 Currently Ed remains semi-retired with fishing and book reading being his avocations – that is, whenever he finds the time.  But 
then, he and Lillian have been able to, and enjoy engaging in a bit of travel. 
 

 



  

TRIPLE CROWN TRAIL RACE      Saturday, April 25, 2015 

TRAIL RACE.  The 18th annual Triple Crown Trail Race is just around the corner!  If you have questions about the race, 

would like to volunteer to help in any capacity, or have any other input, please contact me at bhuffman@graze.net, or any 
member of the Mission Commission.  For anyone new to the race, it is a wonderful day at the White Clay State Park, with 
hundreds of runners from across the country (as well as international runners), with a day that not only celebrates runners and 
walkers, but supports our mission goals.  In the past, we have raised over $ 20,000 from this event, which enables our church 
to contribute to local faith-based homeless shelter and programs, as well as other mission projects.       
                    Brian Huffman, Mission Commission 

 

NEWARK COMMUNITY BAND CONCERT               Lucy Marianiello  

 The Newark Community Band will present their 32nd Anniversary Concert on Sunday March 22nd at 3:00 pm at First 
Presbyterian Church, Newark.  The theme is "Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring!"  There will be a freewill offering.     
The program will include the following pieces: 
 

 A Copland Portrait   Radetzky March 

 Arabian Dances   If Thou Be Near 

 Mother Earth    Elegy Euphonium solo 

 Carmen Suite from the Opera Bugler's Holiday (featuring a trumpet trio) 

 March Gloria    Lincoln (from the motion picture music) 

 Hook (from the motion picture music) 

  

FROM "THE PARISH NURSE"                        Submitted by Pat Undercuffler 

   Do I have a cold?      Or do I have the flu? 

 
Fever is rare with a cold.  
 Fever is usually present with the flu in about 80% of people.  
 A temperature of 100° or higher for 3 to 4 days is associated with the flu. 
Coughing, a hacking, mucus-producing cough is often present with a cold. 
 A non-productive cough is usually present with the flu.  
 (Sometimes referred to as a dry cough.) 

Slight body aches and pains can be part of a cold. 
 Severe aches and pains are common with the flu. 

Stuffy nose is common with a cold. It typically resolves within a week. 
 Stuffy nose is not commonly present with the flu. 
Chills are uncommon with a cold.     A cold makes one just a little tired. 
 Sixty per cent of flu cases experience chills.   Flu makes one very tired. 
One sneezes a lot with a cold.     Cold symptoms tend to develop over a few days 
 Sneezing is not common with the flu.          The flu has rapid onset within three to six hours. 
A headache is fairly uncommon with a cold.            (The sudden symptoms include high fever, aches and pains.) 

 A headache is very common with the flu. 
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 In January, Pat Undercuffler volunteered to be Head of Christiana’s Parish Nurse, and session unanimously 
accepted her generous offer.  As Parish Nurse, Pat would like to:  Consult with people about medications to help 
understand their effects and side effects; Monitor blood pressures     perhaps on a stated week, or as needed; Write a brief 
note about health for the Looking Tree, and Maintain a bulletin board highlighting a “disease of the month.”  Pat has already 
prepared the bulletin board located between the restrooms.  This month features “Colds and Flu.”   Hand Sanitizer and 
Disinfecting Wipes are available immediately beneath the bulletin board. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://colourhd.com/img/2013/14/colorful-music-notes-wallpaper-2587-hd-wallpapers.jpg&imgrefurl=http://funny-pictures.picphotos.net/1280x960-2587-1366x768-195-1600x1200-47812-1600x900-220-on-pinterest/colourhd.com*img*2013*14*colorful-music-notes-wallpaper-2587-hd-wallpapers.jpg/&h=1080&w=1920&tbnid=JTbV2DT7ehe_AM:&zoom=1&docid=SgKYDOma4KDaNM&hl=en&ei=rj_aVKyhDMyXNqCjhLgL&tbm=isch&ved=0CEcQMyg_MD84rAI
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://westvalleyurgentcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/flu1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://westvalleyurgentcare.com/how-to-help-relieve-symptoms-of-a-cold-or-flu/&h=253&w=250&tbnid=3EygBabJzVYW1M:&zoom=1&docid=POkW_zD3KLAzUM&hl=en&ei=IETaVMjKIoSZNqX7g6gE&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygQMBA


 

 

 
 

  

The “HOP” Event 

        2015 Calendar of Trips 

      The Votes are in! 

Here are the “HOP” events planned for this year: 

  Feb. 24:   Luncheon at the Vita Nova, University of Delaware Restaurant  

   Mar. 10:   Old Swedes Church 

    Apr.  14:   DuPont Theater to see "Camelot" 

   May 12:   Mount Cuba 

    June 9:  Tyler Arboretum 

     July 7:   Landis Valley Farm Museum                

     Aug. 11:  Nemours mansion and gardens 

     Sept. 8:   Mercer Museum 

                    Oct.  13:        Ft. McHenry 

     Nov. 10:  Rockwood Museum     

     Dec.8:   Theater event (to be announced) 

   * Second Tuesdays are tentative based on the actual date an event can be scheduled. 
 

The Runners-Up:  In case the originally planned events don’t work out, these should be pretty good too! 

#1 The Simeone Race Car Museum 
#2 The American Telephone Museum 

#3 The Bryn Athen Cathedral 
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The Cereal Drive HoC 

youth held for Meeting Ground 
was a huge success. 

Thanks to everyone who 

contributed     especially our 
enterprising young people! 

Good Job!!! 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.groceryheadquarters.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/RB-Cinnamon-Almond-e1348517334794-217x300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.groceryheadquarters.com/2012/10/positive-grains/&h=300&w=217&tbnid=yUY9ySq-qcF28M:&zoom=1&docid=tHufdYbQHAaw2M&hl=en&ei=fW7jVOqoI_WZsQTT84CwAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEEQMyg5MDk4ZA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.hngn.com/data/images/full/25081/cereal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hngn.com/articles/31377/20140515/children-s-breakfast-cereal-40-percent-more-sugar-content-study.htm&h=480&w=626&tbnid=dZLf8FaFJqzbSM:&zoom=1&docid=b06lpDaTCn73BM&hl=en&ei=p27jVOzbKI7hsASU-YLIAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCcQMygfMB84yAE
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March   Birthdays 
 

 
 Mar.   3     Betty Fetell       Mar.   6     Becky Mackenzie 
Mar.   4     Sonia Combs      Mar.  16    Erica Sutton   
Mar.   4     Donna Lilly      Mar.  26    William Brook 
Mar.   5     Mark Mankin      Mar.  26    Sophia Marianiello  
Mar.   5     Jane Murray      Mar.  30    Phyllis Gardner 
Mar.   5     Alan Southmayd  Mar.  30    Jane Brautigam  

  
      
  
   

HOC CALENDAR — March Happenings 
Mon. Mar       2   7:00pm Admin & Finance Commission 

Mon. Mar       2   7:00pm Building & Grounds Commission 

Tue. Mar 3   6:00pm Mission Commission 

Wed. Mar 4   2:00pm Care & Fellowship Committee 

Sun Mar 8 D A Y L I G H T   S A V I N G   T I M E   --   SPRING FORWARD 

Sun. Mar 8 11:00am GIRL  SCOUT  SUNDAY 

Mon. Mar       9   6:30pm Session 

Tue. Mar     10 11:15am HOP trip to Old Swede's Church 

Tue. Mar     10   4:00pm Worship Commission 

Thur. Mar     12 N E W S L E T T E R    D E A D L I N E   (for April) 

Fri. Mar     13 12:00pm Hope Dining Room   

Thurs. Mar     20 F I R S T   D A Y   O F   S P R I N G      

Wed. Mar     25  11:30am Nifty-Wifty @ Wesley’s                       
Sun. Mar    29 11:00am Palm Sunday   
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.  

Contact Steve Graham at 

(302) 368-3794 to schedule 

an appointment.  This is a 

free service for Head of 

Christiana members. 
 

 The CHILI BRUNCH, sponsored by our Care and 
Fellowship Commission, and snowed-out on February 
15th, is rescheduled for Sunday, March 1st.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to choose among five delicious Chili 
recipes and enjoy lively fellowship.   
 After we eat, we will share ideas in preparation 
for receiving a large financial gift.  What are your hopes 
and dreams for the church?   What are we willing to 
invest to realize our dream(s)?   What are some practical 
concerns?   Come share your thoughts and visions.   
      

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ifm-sei.org/images/up/1/bb7a1e48.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ifm-sei.org/articles/happy-birthday-uncrc&h=487&w=736&tbnid=cJmnMgkQPYziNM:&zoom=1&docid=4WwEg5ZZ7dOfZM&hl=en&ei=bkvaVK-fJ8rDggSz_IHoCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CD4QMygNMA0
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=210&hl=en&biw=1152&bih=614&tbm=isch&tbnid=RkZv3Eslc0IQ_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/Member_Benefits_202.html&docid=zpkxt5TvE1F5kM&imgurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/files/cathfederal/1/image/Notary-Public.jpg&w=150&h=150&ei=abmDUqH2F8jJsQTaoIKADg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:200,i:73&iact=rc&page=13&tbnh=120&tbnw=118&ndsp=21&tx=82&ty=75
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.futuresobright.com/images/app-content-images/1354465425_aries-good-personality.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.futuresobright.com/article/195-aries-horoscope-2013-astrology-predictions/&h=450&w=320&tbnid=VyuLmzqzwnMlcM:&zoom=1&docid=Ldb-B-z5YxddPM&hl=en&ei=jEzaVKfTFMqmgwTNkIDACw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFMQMygsMCw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cerenityseniorcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/happystpats11.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cerenityseniorcare.org/2012/03/16/residents-writing-group-shares-st-patricks-day-poem/&h=504&w=408&tbnid=FcUwws6twwgpoM:&zoom=1&docid=_0e_JKDAOXHY0M&hl=en&ei=zUzaVMazIYqcNsGwgsgD&tbm=isch&ved=0CJ0BEDMoYTBh

