
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here… January 2015 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

    Rev. Bob Undercuffler 
Pastor 

       “For All the Saints” is a magnificent theme for the New Year. 
Saints are all Christian believers, from all times and places. They 
form an impressive procession and include those who served 
Christ and died, those who claim the way of Christ in our days, 
and those yet unborn.  
        Last Sunday morning as Pastor Kate gathered Joys and 
concerns, Rosi White urged that we remember the saints who 
have blessed our church through the years.   
 

 
       Rosi lifted-up Sally Benedict, Marion Shirkey and Bob White who joined that 
glorious procession during the past year.  Our lives are richer through their 
faithfulness.  
 
       Now as we enter the new near, we celebrate the here and now.  We rejoice with 
men, women and children who are still in action, and a congregation with whom God 
isn’t yet finished.  307 years and still counting, we affirm.  Bearing in mind the saints 
as we enter the new year, this is a good time to consider where we have been, where 
we are, and where we are going.  A good time to reflect on who we are and whose 
we are.  By God’s amazing grace we are called into a beloved community, and, by 
the faithful response of the saints who have gone before, we find ourselves standing 
on a strong foundation of ministry and mission, asking the question, “What’s next?” 
 
       Yes, just as the Spirit was at work in and through the lives of the saints we 
celebrate, so God remains in our midst molding and shaping our lives leading to that 
for which we yearn each time we pray, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.”  And so while we rejoice in the past that shapes who we are, we 
recommit ourselves to be open to fresh winds of Holy Spirit.  Further, we pledge 
ourselves to creative, faithful and courageous work appropriate for all the saints. 
 
Happy New Year with all the saints,                    

Bob 
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Contact Steve Graham at 

(302) 368-3794 to schedule 

an appointment.  This is a 

free service for Head of 

Christiana members. 

 

CARE AND FELLOWSHIP                 Jeanne Hastings 

 Care and Fellowship met on December 3rd and made up 30 bags of holiday cookies for 
those members of the congregation needing some extra holiday cheer. 
 

 Care and Fellowship (and several other “friends” of C&F provided cookies and punch 
for a reception following the Wilmington Handbell Ensemble concert on Sunday, Dec. 7th.  
The reception was well-attended and the treats were delicious. 
 

 Please join us for a soup luncheon as part of the Congregational Meeting on Jan. 25th.  
As always, there will be many soup selections to choose from.  A free-will offering will be 
collected to help defray the cost of the luncheon. 
 

 Come solo, or bring your sweetie or a friend on Sunday, Feb. 15th after church for a 

Valentine Chili Brunch.  There will be lots of different kinds of chili — something to appeal to 

everyone’s taste buds —and a “fixins” bar so you can dress up your chili just the way 
you like it. 

MISSION COMMISSION 
 Having served as Mission Commission chair for six years, I would 
like to thank everyone who has participated in the mission work of our 
church, including commission members, those of you who have given 
timelessly to keep the Trail Race going, and those of you who work quietly 
behind the scenes to help so many in need in our community and beyond.   
 Many thanks to you all, and best wishes to Brian Huffman as he takes 
over the leadership of the mission work of Head of Christiana. 
               Jane Murray 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=210&hl=en&biw=1152&bih=614&tbm=isch&tbnid=RkZv3Eslc0IQ_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/Member_Benefits_202.html&docid=zpkxt5TvE1F5kM&imgurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/files/cathfederal/1/image/Notary-Public.jpg&w=150&h=150&ei=abmDUqH2F8jJsQTaoIKADg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:200,i:73&iact=rc&page=13&tbnh=120&tbnw=118&ndsp=21&tx=82&ty=75
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Meet Ruth Stafford 
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     Our family moved to Newark in 1936 so my brother could attend college.  I met many of 
my friends here and have been friends ever since.  I remember our teacher, Miss Harrington 
played Scarlet O’Hara in the annual faculty play.  She was a beauty.   
 

     In 6th grade the May Day Parade was led by Ruthann Martin and me since we were the 
smallest in the class.  During the war years 1940 - 1945, we were teenagers.  Most of our 
attention was centered on school activities such as sports, dances and parties. 

      

       Many of us attended Newark Methodist Church at the time.  Dr. Arthur J. Jackson and his wife took us teenagers under their 
wings and became our guidance and support helping us all to become responsible adults.  They had Halloween parties, teas and 
just “gab fests.”  We also helped with garage sales, serving at dinners, etc.  Many of our classmates attending other churches 
were envious of the rapport we had with the Jacksons.  Every Sunday after Sunday school we would dash up to Rhodes Drug 
Store for a quick “Coke.”  Of course we were late for church, and as we entered, Dr. Jackson would announce, “Here comes our 
girls.”  We knew it was annoying to others, but it pleased us.  We are ever grateful for the Jacksons.  Without them the outcome 
may have been different.   
 

     I graduated from high school in 1945.  It was a small class of about 60.  Many of the boys had been drafted or enlisted in the 
armed services.  On V. J. Day, we were delivering some late-arriving class yearbooks.  It took most of the day since we had to 
walk around the town.  Then we decided we would all go to State Theater that night.  We gathered at the movie and when a friend 
drove up in his new Studebaker, he drove about 6-7 of us into Wilmington to see the V. J. Day celebration going on.  We didn’t 
stay long, but it’s a good memory. 
 

     Then it was off to college -- West Chester State Teachers College for four years.  Graduated in 1949 and began my teaching 
career at Oak Grove in Elsmere.  Shortly thereafter I retired to marry and start a family in 1951.  Our first son was born on Father’s 
Day, 1952 while his dad was serving in Korea.  In August of that year we began our civilian life in New Castle, finally ending up in 
Newark.  Two more children joined us -- another boy and a girl.  In 1961, Bob joined the Newark Police Force and I returned to 
teaching as a first grade teacher for six years.  This was one of my best experiences.  After that, ten years at Central Elementary. 
Desegregation caused me to move to Brookside.  I wasn’t particularly happy there so I retired in 1981.     
 

     Our children are all grown now and out on their own.  I’ve been a member of Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church for over 
20 years; the children attended Sunday School here.  We are grateful for all the support and love we’ve received from this church 
over the years. 
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SAFETY CONCERNS 

 With so many members of the Head of Christiana congregation having keys to certain 
doors in our building, it has become increasingly more prevalent that doors being unlocked are 
being left unlocked.  Mostly it is the door leading to the church offices in the Christian Ed area of 
the building and the door that is the New Castle Presbytery entrance.  Both of these doors are 
frequently being unlocked and left unlocked when people come and go. 
 Secretaries upstairs and downstairs are constantly having to monitor the doors, but on 
many occasions because they’re busy doing other things, they are unaware that the door is 
unlocked.   
 Please make sure you lock doors soon after your meeting starts and whenever you exit the 
building.  Your attention to these concerns would be most helpful and appreciated.   
Thank you everyone. 



 

 

 

The “HOP” Event 

 July 2014 

         
  July’s HOP trip was to Dravo Plaza on the Christiana River waterfront for a History.  

 

 
 
 

                          

GETTING TO KNOW YOU                               

                                              Meet Al Harper 
 

 

        I grew up in a small town of 70 people called Gum Tree in Chester County,  
Pennsylvania, along with two brothers and a sister.  My father is a WW2 veteran  
from Boston, and my mother is the daughter of German Mennonite immigrants  
from Russia.  I am a graduate of Octorara High School, where I was a member  
of the wrestling team.  I started college in Kutztown, Pa., where my major was  

Russian.  I remember watching the draft lottery — the Vietnam War was still going  

on — in the TV room in college with all my friends and that is where I found out  

that my number was one of the lower ones.  I had a decision to make and decided  
to enlist in the Navy.  
 

          I spent six years in the Navy, two years on the west coast, San Diego, San Francisco, and Bremerton, Washington, 
the other four years on a destroyer stationed in Philly.  During my travels in the navy, I saw the east coast, and have been 
as far south as Cuba and as far north as Nova Scotia.  My ship, USS Rich DD-820, was involved in a collision north of 
Puerto Rico.  We were severely damaged and limped back into port and were later decommissioned. 
 

         When I was discharged from the navy I finished college, with the help of the GI Bill.  I enrolled in the University of 
Wisconsin at Green Bay.  I later transferred and graduated from West Chester University in Pennsylvania, with my degree 
in Economics.  Five years later I met the love of my life Deborah Van Riper, and to my amazement she agreed to marry 
me.   We have two beautiful and sweet girls, Audrey and Janice. 
 

        My life in the church has been a journey along many different paths.  I was raised as a Methodist because it was the 
church closest to our house.  I attended Sunday School and was an acolyte and the Sunday morning bell-ringer.  During 
the summer, Vacation Bible School was at the Mennonite church with Rev. Zook.  During my Navy years, I drifted away 
from the church, both physically, and spiritually.  After Debbie and I met, we joined New Castle Presbyterian Church 
where we were members for 10 years and where we were married and our girls were baptized.  When we moved out to 
Chester County, we joined Head of Christiana.  Since then I have grown in the church, serving as an elder, participating in 
the annual Trail Race, and going on mission trips to New Orleans and eastern Kentucky.  
 

         My faith journey has been a long one of three steps forward and two steps back.  I sometimes wish I had the “Road 
to Damascus” experience.  I believe that would have made this journey a little easier; but it is a pleasure to share this 
journey with the people at Head of Christiana.  

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Feasting on the Word bible study classes   
continue into our new year, so here are the texts we'll  
be preaching on for the month of January: 
 

 Jan. 04 - John 1: (1–9), 10-18 

 Jan. 08 & 11  - Mark 1:4-11 

 Jan. 15 & 18 - Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) 

 Jan. 22 & 25 - Mark 1:14-20  
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 SCRIPTURE READINGS                        

 

New Orleans Mission Trip 

http://ncpresby.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/77271974/Midweek%20Musings%20Newsletter%20-March%2019,%202014.pdf#page=1
http://ncpresby.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/77271974/Midweek%20Musings%20Newsletter%20-March%2019,%202014.pdf#page=1
http://www.feastingontheword.net/
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 On December 7th Head of Christiana hosted the Wilmington Handbell 

Ensemble for a musical event that brought many new faces to hear beautiful music.  

Every pew and chair was filled. 

 Thanks to Pastor Bob Undercuffler and all the volunteers from the Care and 

Fellowship, Outreach, and Worship Commissions who helped to make this 

spectacular event possible. 

 

 

  

Photos courtesy of Jim Kniskern 



  

  

 

 
  

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 2014 HOP season is drawing to a conclusion as this is being written.  In 

two days, we travel to Lancaster, Pa. to the Fulton Theater to see “A White Christmas” 

and I’m praying that the “White” part doesn’t begin until after our trip concludes. 

This event to the Fulton Theater will be the last for the 2014 season.  The past year 

has been a successful “HOP” year in that we’ve had some excellent destinations, great 

weather and great attendance (we averaged over 18 attendees per trip).  And, oh-by-

the-way, it was a lot of fun. 

  On January 13th at 10:30am, we’ll have our annual meeting (lunch provided), 

where we’ll decide on where we want to go in 2015, so please bring your ideas.  We 

hope to discover some new and exciting destinations, or even consider places we’ve 

visited before that some of you would like to see again.  Or perhaps you missed going 

the last time we went there.  Everything is on the table!  

 Some highlights from the past year….. 
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The “HOP” Event 

December  2014 

by Alex Oakes 

  

  

Auburn Preserve Pennsbury Manor 

Wilmington Water Taxi Old Chestertown 



  

 

 

                                  January   Birthdays 
 

 
Jan    9     Dee Benson 
Jan    8     Lucy Marianiello 
Jan   12    Rosi White 
Jan   16    Jeffrey Burmeister 
Jan   21    Simon Condliffe 
 
  
         
  
   

HOC  CALENDAR — January Happenings 

Mon. Jan 05   7:00pm  Admin & Finance Commission 

Mon. Jan 05   7:00pm  Building & Grounds Commission 

Wed. Jan 07   2:00pm  Care and Fellowship Commission 

Wed. Jan 07   6:00pm  Mission Commission 

Fri. Jan       09 12:00pm  Hope Dining Room 

Mon. Jan 12   6:30pm  Session  

Tue. Jan 13 10:30am  HOP Annual Planning Meeting (light lunch provided) 

Tue. Jan 13   4:00pm  Worship Commission 

Wed. Jan 14 11:00am  Outreach Commission 

Sun. Jan 25 12:00pm  Annual Congregational Meeting and Soup Luncheon 

Mon. Jan 26    1:00pm  Caregivers’ Coffee 

Wed. Jan 28 11:30pm  Nifty-Wifty @ Wesley’s 

L O O K I N G  A H E A D… 

Tue. Feb 10 N E W S L E T T E R   D E A D L I N E  (for March Looking Tree ) 

Wed. Feb 18 Ash  Wednesday  
 

                              CHOIR PRACTICE EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:30pm 

  

                                     

                                                             

   
  

  

  

 

 

PILOXING CLASS: 
    Weds.   Jan 7 
    Weds.   Jan 14 
    Weds.   Jan 21 
    Weds.   Jan 28 
     
 

 

 

Jan   26    Richard Brautigam 
Jan   27    Michael Christian 
Jan   28    Ann Cool 
Jan   30    Linda Marquess 
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New Year, New Me Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, I give You my life. 
I invite You to have Your way in me. 
Take me and break me. 
Shake me and make me. 
Fill me and spill me. 
Change me and rearrange me. 
But whatever You do, Lord… 
don’t leave me the same. 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
I welcome Your work. 
Open my eyes so I can see… 
my ears so I can hear… 
I choose truth over comfort,  
challenge over complacency. 
Lord, make me forever Yours. 
And most of all, make me like You. 
  Amen. 


