
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Love lives here, Love flows from here…         July 2014 

Hello Members and Friends of Head of Christiana, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              
    Rev. Bob Undercuffler 

Pastor 

 I’m wondering, what was most momentous for you during this past week? 

Perhaps it was the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) meeting in 

Detroit. 

 They worshipped and studied and acted on 76 overtures that originated in 
Presbyteries and Synods.  Three items especially caught wide attention and debate 
both before and following the assembly: 
 

1. They voted to allow for “pastoral discretion” to perform “any such marriage they believe the Holy Spirit calls 
them to perform,” where legal by state law. 

2. They approved a recommendation to change language in the Book of Order to indicate that “marriage involves 
a unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man and a woman.”  This change will require 
ratification of a majority of the 173 Presbyteries that make up our church. 

3. The assembly voted by a narrow margin to divest from three U.S. companies—Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard, 

and Motorola Solutions—whose products are used to further the Israeli occupation of Palestine.  The 
assembly’s vote was 310-303. 
 

 Or was this the more momentous?  16 volunteers from Head of Christiana served Friday lunch at the 
Elkton Community Kitchen.  Several were especially touched by the young mom, dad and child, with another 
on the way, who are among the homeless we fed.  I understand they live in a tent while dad seeks a second 
job.  And 11-year-old Kyleigh, granddaughter of HOC members, sent her Beanie Baby collection to make 
some homeless children happy.  There were oodles of Beanie Babies.  Or, how about this for momentous 
work?  Deacon Carol Cole, Gerry, and I visited Russ Holland at Calvert Center, and sang “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

with Russ and celebrated Holy Communion.  Yet another momentous work — The Task Force of 8 seeking 

ways to connect with young adults met last Tuesday evening (they meet alternate weeks) to advance their 
conversations and planning for our church.  And the Mission commission is gathering a work team to 
accomplish Hurricane Sandy restoration in August. 
 

 The Head of Christiana Presbyterian family has a rich history and grand visions for a healthy future.  
We are members of a larger family, and as with all families there are struggles, arguments, decisions that irk, 
missions that thrill.  It is good to consider and to celebrate the good that is being accomplished.  And it is good 
exercise to stretch, stand on our tip-toes, bow, and be challenged by God.  That can be a pain.  But also a 
prelude to better health.  
 

  Grace to you and peace, 

 

Bob 

 

http://hocpc.org/
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PRESENTS        Betsy VanCulin 

      

SUMMARY OF CHURCH FINANCES      
  Steve Graham 

July 10 & 11, 2014 
 

     Thursday, July 10 from 5:30pm to 8:30pm: 
 

 ►   A Pot Luck Dinner for all God’s Children 

        ♦   Sloppy Joes and drinks for everyone. 

        ♦   Please bring a side dish or dessert. 

  ♦   Adult and Youth Bible studies after dinner. 

  ♦   S’mores outside after Bible study. 
 

     Friday, July 11 at 12:00pm 
 

 ►  Youth will serve lunch at Hope Dining Room 
  ♦   Activities at HOC after returning from Hope Dining Room. 
  ♦   The day ends with a sleepover at the church. 
 

We hope you’ll plan on joining us as we discover God’s love 
through mission at Head of Christiana. 

Summary of Church Finances as of May 31, 2014 
 

      Actual       Budget         Difference 
 

Income                $81,451         $73,850              $7,601 
 

Expenses          $84,233         $76,697              $7,536 
 

Net Activity              - $  2,782               - $   2,847              $      65 
 

Trail Race proceeds, net of expenses, are currently $18,560, almost 20% below budget, 

reflecting the big decrease in participants.  This number should be finalized in June. 

 

for Youth and Adults 



 

  
 CARE & FELLOWSHIP       Jeanne Hastings 

  Care and Fellowship met on Thursday, June 5 at the Blue Hen Bed and Breakfast where they 

enjoyed tea and sandwiches during their meeting.   

 The main item of discussion was to start a “Getting to Know You” series in our Looking Tree 

newsletter featuring two church members per month along with bios on our three staff members.  The 

Care and Fellowship commission will ask two members each month to submit their bio for publication in 

our newsletter.  This will be a great way to learn more about each other. 

 Dates to remember include our service at the Elkton Community Kitchen on June 20th; our church 

picnic and Mission Discovery Days starting on July 10th. Sloppy Joes and beverages will be provided but 

folks are asked to bring a side dish or dessert with them to share.   

 On July 23rd we will be treated to a free concert on our church lawn by the Newark Community 

Band.  The Kilby Cream “Moo Mobile” will be there to sell ice cream.   

 Our next meeting date will be July 9th at 5:30pm because of the July 4th weekend. 

        

 The Feasting on the Word bible study classes are taking a 
break for the summer, but if you'd like to continue with your 
weekly reading, here are the texts we'll be preaching on for the 
month of July: 

 
   July   6    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30. 

   July 13    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-33 

   July 20    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

   July 27    Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS             Kate LeFranc 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                                                             

       The Newark Community Band will be presenting a concert  

here at HOC on Wednesday, July 23 at 7:00pm.  Volunteers are  

needed to help out with parking and other things. 

Please contact Alex Oakes at ao468@aol.com if you are interested  

in helping or would like to get more information.  Details about the concert are included  

in this newsletter in the flier on page 7.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:ao468@aol.com
http://www.feastingontheword.net/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/--kFv_IvVXTY/UGElDZqsLVI/AAAAAAAAE2c/2IoxQG4gVOw/s1600/bible.the+Word+of+God.spirit+and+truth.jpg&imgrefurl=http://crossinthewilderness.blogspot.com/2012/09/is-cross-too-heavy-to-bear.html&h=299&w=320&tbnid=VfzFKSCDG6Oq9M:&zoom=1&docid=-GFfkXt5HrzDNM&hl=en&ei=edmFU5C7G4WZqAawwIDYCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGYQMyheMF44yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=490&page=18&start=285&ndsp=20


  

Beginning this month, The Looking Tree will feature biographies of members and staff at Head of Christiana  
so you can get to know them a little better.  First up… 

 

        Meet Steve Graham 
 

 Steve was born in Milford, Delaware in 1951 to Bob and Ethel Graham.  He’s the oldest 
 of three with two sisters following.  Growing up a field away from his grandfather’s farm, there was 
 always something to do.  The farm and family canning factory were the natural employers until  
graduation.  Education was at Milton Consolidated School, in the same building from Kindergarten  
through twelfth grade.  Seasonal employment after graduation was with Delaware Fish and Wildlife  
in boat licensing and enforcement. 
 Steve’s class of 1969 was the last one for Milton before consolidating with Lewes and Rehoboth.  He has been on 
the planning committee for the 45th reunion scheduled in June.  The University of Delaware was the next step in Steve’s 
education, following in his father’s footsteps.  His B.S. degree in Accounting was earned, with subsequent employment as 
Controller at Holloway Brothers Tools for the next 25 years. 
 Steve was married prior to his senior year at UD, with two daughters, Jennifer and Catherine, being born in the next 
seven years.  Both girls now live and teach in Lincoln, Nebraska while raising their three children.  The end of the first 
marriage led to some evening recreational volleyball and eventually to Kathy.  They were married in 1985 and have a son, 
Brian, and daughter, Tracy.  They became members of White Clay Creek Presbyterian Church, where Steve served as a 
Deacon and as Chairman of Deacons. 
 The year 1988 brought the sale of Holloway Bros. Tools to a larger company and the need to search for a new job.  
Steve was able to step right into a job as Controller at United Electric Supply.  He remained there for fifteen years until his 
retirement in October 2013.  Steve and Kathy joined Head of Christiana in 2008 and Steve became an Elder in 2009.  He is 
currently the chair of the Administration and Finance Commission and is a member of the Endowment Committee and the 
Outreach Commission here at Head of Christiana.  Since retirement, he participates in the service to Hope Dining Room and 
enjoys the HOP trips.  The rest of his time is spent visiting his mom and youngest sister in the Milton area, reading, golf, 
cooking, working around the house, and the computer club at the Newark Senior Center. 
 
 

           Meet Jeanne Walters-Hastings 

         Jeanne was born in Houston, Texas but shortly thereafter moved to Newark and has lived here  
   most of her life. She went to Newark public schools and graduated from the University of Delaware  
   in 1972 with a degree in Nursing.  She worked with children at the Terry Psychiatric Center for two  
   years, then joined the Peace Corps and served in Costa Rica for two years working in a rural health 
   clinic.  After the birth of her son, Scott, in 1976, she worked for the State of Delaware’s Childhood  
   Lead Poisoning Program for 10 years.   
 In 1985, she remarried and stayed at home to raise her two daughters, Hannah and Rebecca.  After having a home 
day-care for several years, Jeanne began working in a Montessori preschool in 1993 and became a certified Montessori 
teacher in June, 1998. She worked at the Montessori Center for Learning, then housed at First Presbyterian Church, until it 
closed in 2011. In 2012, she began a new Twos program at the Montessori Learning Center at Aldersgate Methodist Church 
in Wilmington where she remains today. 
 Jeanne has served on the board of Hope Dining Room as Purchaser since 2005, the same year she joined Head of 
Christiana. She has recently resigned that position, but remains the coordinator for the monthly meals served by our church. 
She also mentors at Urban Promise, a small Christian school in Wilmington.  Her outside interests include quilting and 
traveling. 
 Jeanne’s husband, Steve, is a professor at the University of Delaware in the College of Ag Sciences and their three 
children and new grandson all live in New Jersey. 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU                               

 
 

Meet Nancy Crawford 
HOC Administrative Assistant 

 

 Head of Christiana’s church secretary, Nancy Crawford, was born in Berlin, Germany  
while her father was stationed there after the war.  At two years old, they returned to the states.   
Her father’s second tour of Germany, when she was eight, had her family spending the next 4 years  
at three different Army bases in Bavaria.  During that time, in addition to further exploring Germany,  
she was fortunate to have visited Austria, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Belgium and has fond  
memories of castles, magnificent churches, and quaint towns and villages.         
 Nancy is a Jersey girl hailing from the shore areas of Little Silver and Shrewsbury.  She graduated Red Bank High 
School and attended William Penn College in Oskaloosa, IA.  She has four brothers and two sisters (all younger), most of 
whom still reside in Jersey (one sister lives in Ohio, and a brother in California).   
 Before coming to Head of Christiana, she worked for Chesapeake Publishing in Elkton for over 18 years as Executive 

Assistant to the President/CEO.  They owned the Cecil Whig, The Newark Post, The Mariner — familiar local papers.  At one 

point, they owned 60 community newspapers in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia including some of 
the country’s oldest newspapers.  New owners downsized the company considerably when it was sold in 2008.   
 Nancy also served as Head Coach and Public Relations Director for Cecil County Special Olympics from 1990 through 
mid 2006.  This local chapter provided year ‘round sports training and competitions for athletes with mental retardation along 
with many various social events.   In 1992, she implemented and served as Head Coach of their bowling program for 14 years.   
 In 2009, she started her company, My Info Keeper.  This product is a 3-ring binder that holds two dozen pre-formatted 
pages to fill out; medical information, people to contact, where to find things, pet information, vehicle and property information, 
bank, insurance and financial information; you can write your own obituary, plan your own funeral; it even contains a living will, 
and lots more.  Information can be found on her website at www.myinfokeeper.net.   
 Nancy is an active member of Elkton United Methodist Church where she is currently serving as Chair of the 
Communications Committee and as a member of their Administrative Council and Nominating Committee; she also ushers, 
serves as a reader and greeter and has been a member of the Uppity Women of the Bible Sunday School class for four years.  
Her committee is currently producing a promotional video about the church. She shares her Newark condo with her two rescue 
cats, Charlie and Mollie. 
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 Head of Christiana plans to send a Mission team of 11 
to Brigantine, New Jersey to assist with Superstorm Sandy 
recovery.  Yes, there is still much recovery work to do,  
and much of the work has to do with families getting back into  
their homes.  A wide variety of skills are needed and projects  
will be set as the skills we bring are identified.  We will also be  
cooking our meals.  The trip, set for August 17-23, will be hosted  
by Community Presbyterian Church in Brigantine.  Sleep  
accommodations have yet to be defined.  We will be joined by  
workers from other New Castle Presbytery congregations.  For  
more information, contact Jane Murray, chair of our Mission  
Commission at cairnsmurray@aol.com or 410.398.8551,  
or pastors Bob or Kate.  Please sign up on the sheet posted  
on the white board in Chapel Hall. 

MISSION TRIP TO BRIGANTINE 

 

 

http://www.myinfokeeper.net/
http://ncpresby.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/77271974/Midweek%20Musings%20Newsletter%20-March%2019,%202014.pdf#page=1
http://ncpresby.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/77271974/Midweek%20Musings%20Newsletter%20-March%2019,%202014.pdf#page=1
mailto:cairnsmurray@aol.com


 

 

 

 

  

The “HOP” Event 

 June 2014 
         
 

  Since the last newsletter we’ve had TWO HOP events to report. In May, the HOPs gathered and 
traveled to Old New Castle where we toured the Amstel & Dutch houses, places we missed on our visit to the 
town on last year’s HOP trip.  Following those tours, our own David Price took us on a tour through Emanuel 
Church’s graveyard where he pointed out the many notable personages buried there. Thanks David!  It was a 
fun history lesson.  And oh, I promised not to forget to tell you that David arranged to have the the Marquis de 
Lafeyette meet us there as well.  Who knew that Old New Castle held so many treasures.  After the tours, we 
retreated to a Jessups Tavern for a fine lunch and a few “ghost” stories… 
 

 
 
 

                                                                          

 

 

The month of June led the HOPs to tour the old mansion at Auburn Heights Preserve and the Marshall Steam 
Museum whose collection of operating steam cars is reputed to be the world’s largest. Each of these venues 
would be worth the trip by themselves. The mansion is a fully furnished wonderful example of those big old 
stone edifices one would see in the city as a kid and wonder what it could be like to go in.  The Steam Museum 
has a large collection of antique cars including Stanley Steamers, Packards, a Ford Model T, and an antique 
electric sedan, all licensed to drive on the highways.  We auto aficionados were not disappointed. 
 

 

    "Hoppy" 
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The trip was finished off with a luncheon at the Red Fire Grille in Hockessin. 
It was a good day to be a HOP. 

 

In July, we cast off for places unknown on the “Wilmington Water Taxi.” 
Join us on Tuesday, July 8th at 11:00am…Lunch at Harry’s Seafood Grill on the Christina Waterfront! 

 

 

  



 

  Hey Everybody! 

 Enjoy a FREE Summer 

Concert Under The Trees! 

Presented by the Fabulous 
Newark Community Band 

Bring a blanket or lawn chair and settle in        

for some great entertainment! 

Kilby Cream’s MOO MOBILE will be             

selling ice cream to help you COOL OFF! 

at  

The Head of Christiana Presbyterian Church 

July 23rd at 7:00 PM 

1100 West Church Rd, Newark, De. 

  



 

 

     July   Birthdays 
 

 

  

July     2     Erin DePaul       July   10    Sarah Tipton 
July     3     Travis Christian      July   13    Esther Bowser  
July     8     Katherine Brook      July   26    Kelley DePaul 
July     9     Debbie Reeves      July   28    Virginia Cullum  
July   10     Betty Kackley      July   28    Aileen Murray 
July   10     David Price          
         
  
   
    
  

HOC CALENDAR — July Happenings 

Wed. July      02 11:00am Outreach Commission 

Wed. July      02   6:00pm Missions Commission (Chapel Room) 

Fri. July 04               H A P P Y   I N D E P E N D E N C E   D A Y 

Mon. July      07   7:00pm Admin & Finance Commission 

Mon. July      07   7:00pm Building & Grounds Commission 

Tue. July      08 11:00am HOP trip on Wilmington Water Taxi 

Tue. July      08   4:00pm Worship Commission 

Wed. July 09   5:30pm Care and Fellowship Commission 

Thur. July      10   5:30pm Church Picnic / Mission Discovery Days 

Fri. July      11 12:00pm Hope Dining Room 

Sun. July 13 12:00pm Pie Social Coffee Hour (bring a pie to share) 

Tue. July      15 N E W S L E T T E R    D E A D L I N E   (for August Looking Tree) 

Wed. July      23 11:30am Nifty-Wifty @ Wesley’s 

Wed. July 23   6:30pm Newark Community Band Outdoor Concert  

Tue. July 29   1:00pm Caregivers’ Coffee 

                                          
  

  

                                     

                                                             

   
  

  

  

.  

Contact Steve Graham at 

(302) 368-3794 to schedule 

an appointment.  This is a 

free service for Head of 

Christiana members. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

PILOXING CLASS: 
    Weds.   July 2 
    Tues.    July 8 
    Weds.   July 16 
    Tues.    July 22 
    Weds.   July 30 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?start=210&hl=en&biw=1152&bih=614&tbm=isch&tbnid=RkZv3Eslc0IQ_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/Member_Benefits_202.html&docid=zpkxt5TvE1F5kM&imgurl=http://www.cathfcu.com/files/cathfederal/1/image/Notary-Public.jpg&w=150&h=150&ei=abmDUqH2F8jJsQTaoIKADg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:200,i:73&iact=rc&page=13&tbnh=120&tbnw=118&ndsp=21&tx=82&ty=75
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abiolatv.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/cancer-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.abiolatv.com/blog/2012/07/05/cancerjuly-horoscope-zodiac-love-astrology/&h=450&w=329&tbnid=w8U13kN1LoOa7M:&zoom=1&docid=ZFDruqiq1vbwtM&ei=ZpyhU-O1K8qrsATSroHYBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CBQQMygMMAw4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=253&page=11&start=204&ndsp=20
http://www.google.com/imgres?newwindow=1&hl=en&biw=1093&bih=520&tbm=isch&tbnid=v-ZYCiULYViivM:&imgrefurl=http://cecillinois.org/great-lakes-turn-forum-2/mark-your-calendar/&docid=V8TSFxlgJa24HM&imgurl=http://cecillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Mark-your-Calendar-.jpg&w=214&h=300&ei=bXksU6D3FcqO0AHI8IFo&zoom=1&ved=0CIUCEIQcMDI&iact=rc&dur=550&page=5&start=46&ndsp=15
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nashville247.tv/files/happybdaycatssinging_0.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.nashville247.tv/News/Top-Stories/2011/07/06/6-July-Birthday-Nancy/1309934584.html&h=333&w=500&tbnid=EbesvQGUm_QmaM:&zoom=1&docid=mhL0u-pmVHnRtM&hl=en&ei=LLOZU-0cqKmwBLiUgcgO&tbm=isch&ved=0CDAQMygoMCg4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=671&page=8&start=132&ndsp=21
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://crunchberry.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/pie1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://crunchberry.org/tag/audience/&h=354&w=500&tbnid=DGUlmq67PTe7cM:&zoom=1&docid=AORCN4dz_hM6sM&hl=en&ei=DmmgU6CHCpKoyASwwYGoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygeMB4&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=3217&page=2&start=12&ndsp=22
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://vermilionchamber.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Fireworks-June2013-Small-4x6.jpg&imgrefurl=http://vermilionchamber.net/festivals/fish-festival/fireworks-sponsor-details/&h=1200&w=1800&tbnid=HG92MY0ia5ON7M:&zoom=1&docid=AVuvJTbusf0obM&hl=en&ei=c3upU-qJHMKfyATB04FQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDsQMygzMDM4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=611&page=9&start=134&ndsp=18
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/fireworks_colorful.png&imgrefurl=http://sweetclipart.com/colorful-fireworks-burst-657&h=6943&w=7175&tbnid=SB5QCiUOFPAo6M:&zoom=1&docid=de1Zh4q6ZRHCwM&hl=en&ei=pXypU565K8yLyASH6IGYCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMyg7MDs4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=405&page=16&start=257&ndsp=20

